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interests to see that the hotel is properly
conducted, to see that the liquor is good,
to see that the establishment under his
control is run creditably to himself; and
1 say the great remedy for the evils which
have been referred to in connection with
ihe liquor traffic is supplied by the State
hotels. Those hon. members who harp
upon maladministration, or want of ad-
ministration, of the liquor laws under the
existing conditions, are uneonsciously
using one of the strongest arguments in
favour of the Bill. I sincerely trust that
the Bill will be earried. I say that State
hotels have done good, that they liave
already rendered good service to the
State, that they are well conducted and
are a credit to the State. Therefore it is
desirable that every facility sbhould be
given for the extension of the system, and
1 propose to vote for the second reading
of the Bill.

On motion by the Colonial
debate adjonrned.

||1

sceielary,

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3(
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION — PUBLIC SERVICE
APPOINTMENTS, PREMIER’S
STATEMENT.

Hon, FRANK WILSON asked the Pre-
mier: I, Whether he is correctly reporied
in the West Australian, when replying to
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the Clerks’ Union, as having stated, “He
was not going to do what the last Govern-
ment did—compel the Publie Service Com-
missioner to appoint certain men for poli-
tical reasons? 2, If so, what are the
names, positions, and dates of appoint-
ment of all sueh persons?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Prewier) replied: 1 and 2, Yes; and
I had partieularly in mind the case of
Dr. Hope at the time when the appoint-
ment of Principal Yedical Officer was
being made; also that of Mr. Dunstan
when the position of Superintendent of
State Batteries was being filled.

BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND
IRRIGATION.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

RETURN—PUBLIC SERVICE, TEM-
PORARY STAFF.
Mr. DWYER (Perth) moved—

That a return be laid upon the T'able
of the House showing:—1, The number
of public servants at present in the ser-
vice who resigned their appointments
as permanent officers to take up posi-
tions on the temporary staff at higher
salary. 2, The number of temporary
clerks in the Government service draw-
ing £5 per week and over. 3, The num-
ber of temporary men employed in pro-
fessional work in the Government ser-
vice in receipt of salary of £10 and over.
4, The number of lemporary clerks em-
ployed in the Public Works Department
during the months of June and July,
1912—(a) the number of hours over-
time worked by these officers; (b) the
payment made for such overtime, if any.

The motior iniroduced the question of
temporary employment in the Government
service. It was generally agreed on all
hands that there were a great deal foo
many temporary men in the service, and
that many of them were really filling per-
manent appointments and doing perman-
ent work. If such was the case those
temporary officers, provided they were
suitable in other respects, shonld be made



[16 OcroBer, 1912.]

permanent, and given all the rights of per-
manent officers. One objeet in moving
for the return was in order to refute, if
possible, the rumonr that temporary clerks
who were employed on a wage of 10s.
or 11s. per day were paid for overtime.
If those temporary officers were required
to work overfime they ought to be paid
for it. The motion scarcely required any-
thing further to be said in support of it,
for it was one which should eommend it-
self to the House.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam} : It
would bhe well to have the information
asked for, particularly as the question
of temporary eivil servants was being
generally diseussed at the present time.
He would suggest, however, that we
shonld have the names of all the tem-
porary officers in the Government ser-
viee. The hon. member was asking for
the nnmber of oflicers earning £5 a
week ov over. Tt would probably be
found that there weve very few indeed
in receipt of this salary. However, it
would be an interesting return for the
House to have, and we should have it
hefore we disecussed the Estimates. The
return would not take long in prepara-
tion. The Premier had said the other
night that there ought to be a good
Tany hew vacaneies in the service, pre-
snumahly to be created by the dismissal
of nermanent officers; and the Premier
hind gane on to say that these vacancies
oughi not to be filled. Jt was a pity the
Premier was not here this afterncon to
tell us what was meant by this, and by
his remarks to a deputation of temporary
officers,  In its present form the return
wonld wol supply the House with very
mueh  information. It was trve that
there were many temporary appoint-
ments which chould be made permanent,
hut it was to be remembered that we had
a Public Service Act, and that these ap-
pointments eonld only be filled in aceord-
ance with the provisions of that mea-
sure. The motion would be considerably
improved if it were made to ask for a
retnrn of all names of temporary officers
in the puoblic service. He moved an
amendment—
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© That in line 1 of paragraph 2, the
word ‘“number’ be struck out and
“names” inserted in lieu.
Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resulf :—
Ayes .. .. .. 13
Noes .. ‘e .. 19

Majority against .. 6
AYES.
Mr. Broun Mr. Moore
Mr. George Mr. Munsie
Mr. Green Mr. A. B. Piesse
Mr. Lefroy Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Male Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Mitchell Mr, Laymag
Mr. Monger {Telter),
Nois.

Mr. Bath Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carnenter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Dwyer Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Swan
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Thomas
Mr, Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr, Lander Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lewls Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Heltinann
Mr. McDownl} (Teller).
Awendment . thus negatived.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

moved an amendment—-

That the words “drawing £5 per
week and over” be struck oul with a
ziew fo inserting other words.

It was surprising that members op-
posite voted en blo¢ to prevent the
amencwent. - His one desire was to
get further information, which would
be wseful. Tt muwst be obvions to
every member that there could not
he more than one or iwo temporary
elerks drawing more than £5 a week. If
the member for PPerth {(Mr. Dwyer) had
a speecial individual in mind about whom
he wished to obtain information, he
should be able to get it from {he Minister,
and even if he had to move a motion he
should slate his reason. If it was for
the parpose of general information, the
House was eniitled to it.

Mr. DWYER: The amendment would
be accepted provided the leader of the
Opposition made it read “the number of
clerks drawing respectively over and under
£5 a week.” He did not know that it was
desirable to lave the names. That was
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‘why he had voled against the previous
amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER:
conld not discuss that.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: As long as
the return showed a eertain nunber in a
cerlain department. he wonld have no ob-
jeetion, but it wonld he beiter io have a
complete list,

Mr. Dwyer: Why do yon want it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minister
had not indicated that he objected.

The Minister for launds: What is the
use of putting the departinent to the ex-
pense?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was all on
the pay sheet.

The Minister for Lands: Just for the
fun of the thing.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. The
Minister blindly accepted a motion from
one of his party without any information
as to the reason for moving it, aud be-
cause the Opposition asked for fuller in-
formaiion he said it was just for the fun
of the thing. The Budget Speech had
been delaved week after week and month
after month,

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: How many times did
vou deliver it earlier?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Every time.
The information would be useful on the
following day when the Budget was con-
sidered,

The hon, member

Mr. GEORGE { Murray-\Velling-
ton) seconded the amendment. It

was necessary to know who were the
clerks and in what deparbments they were
engaged. especially considering the reply
of the Premier to a deputation of eivil
gservants in which he said that a lot of
men in The service did not commence untit
noon.

My Lander: He did nof tell them that.

Mr. GRORGE: The report stated so.
1f the Premier’s siatement was correet,
it was up 1o the head of the department
to see that that sort of thing was stopped.
He could not undersiand opposition to
ihe previous amendment unless the mem-
her for 1Perth wished fo hide the sweating
which was going oh in comnection with
temporary clerks. If men permanently
employad did not start until noon, that
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probably acconnted for the large number
of temporary clerks and for the sweating
wages. He was surprised at the opposi-
tion of the hon. member whe belonged to
a pary that had said that sweating should
cease. The Premier's statement was re-
garded as an insult to the service, and
it was up o the Premier to prove it

Mr. LANDER (East Perth):
the Tremier Lad said was that many
eivil secvants did not eommnence wntil
9.15 and that they were not in a hurry
lo start, Lf members of the Opposition
were so auxious about the temporary
clerks why did not they take action years
ago! He was pleased that the service
was being disenssed and would support
a royal commnission (v see that those
who were worthy were adequately paid
and that the wasters were sent about their
business and that those who went down
to the golf links at Fremantle—

Hon. ¥rank Wilson: Have you seen
them there?

Mr. LANDER: No.

Mr. George: How do you know?

Mr. LANDER: In the same way as
the hon, member had found out that the
service had taken offence at the Premier’s
remarks.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): The desire of the Oppo-
sition for information was remarkable.
The excuse for the amendments was that
they were burning for information. but
balf an hour ago they had mot thought
of it.

Mr. DWYER {(Perth): In the public
serviee list of 1011 on page 77 the nawmes
of the temporary officers were given.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What more do
you want?

Mr. DWYER : The motion was for cer-
tain numbers.

Hon. Frank Wilsen: That is nol 1412,

Mr. DWYER: There was no objection
to the amendment if it was worded as he
had indicated, but it should be to insert
and not to strike out certain words.

Hon, Frank Wilsou: That will not give
you any details.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the
Opposition had moved that the words
“drawing £5 a week and over” he struck
out; was that so?

\Vhat
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Hon. Frank Wilson: That was so.
Amendment put and a division taken
with the following resulf:—

Ayes .. .. .. ..o 12
Noes .. - .. .. 23
Majority against .. 11
. AYES.
Mr. Broun . l Mr. Nanson
Mr. George ' Mr. A, E. Plesse
Mr. Lefroy ! Mr. 8. Stubbs
Nr, Male © Mr. F. Wilson
Ay, Mitchell + Mr. Layman
Mr. Monger ! (Teller).
Mr. Moore |
NoEs,

Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bath Mr. Mupsie
Mr. Carpenter Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Bcaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Swan*
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lander Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lewis . Mr. A. A. Wlilson
Mr. McDonaM Mr. Heitmann
Mr. McDowall ( Teller.)

Amendnment thus negatived.

Mr. DWYER: There was a clerical
error in paragraph 3 of the motion.
After “£10” the words “per week” should
be inseried.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion as ap-
pearing on the Notice Paper could only
be iealt with, but any other member could
move an amendment.

Mr. GEORGE: The salary of £10 and
over was foo large. The information
should be given in regard to those draw-
ing £6 per week, for there were temporary
professional men getting salaries as low
as £6 per week.

The Premier: Who is getlhing the in-
formation, yon, or the member for Perth?

Mr. GEORGE : The House required the
information,

The Premier: The member for Perth
was the hest judee as to whether £10
wonld suit his purpose.

Mr. GEORGE moved an amendment—

That in paragraph 3 “£10” be struck
oul and “£6” inserted in leuw.

Hon. J. MITCHELL seconded
amendment.

the

Mr, DWYER: It seemed that a number
of these amendment were purely frivol-
ous. First of all one member required a
list of those in the temporary service, and
it was found that this information was
contained in the Publie Service List, which
was supplied to every member of Parlia-
ment, and this list would be brought up
to date, and in the ordinary course would
he available and supplied to every mem-
ber. e had a certain ohject in obtain-
ing the information asked for, and that
object would be defeated if “£6” was in-
serted. He desired to know the number
of professional men in the temporary
serviee,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why?¢

Mr. DWYER: For the purpose of
ascertaining how many there were.

Amendment pui and negatived.

Mr. B. J, STUBBS moved an amend-
ment— T

That in paragraph 3, after “£10™ the
words “per week” be inserled.

Ameodment put and passed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex}.
Exeeption should be taken to the atti-
tnde the Premier had taken ap since
he had entered the Chamber in aceus-
ing members on the Opposilion side

of wanfing information out of idle
euriosity. After the member for
Perth had moved his motion and

had aceepted certain amendments, he got
up and said he wished to obtain the in-
formation to know how many persons
drawing the salary named were in the
service, and the Premier applanded that
remark, although it was an absolute ad-
mission that the information was required
out of idle curiosity. Then the member
for Perth produced the Public Service
List which eontained the nomes of all the
temporary elerks, and if thul was so that
was the information which he required.
But it was last vear’s list, and that was of
no nse to the hon. member. Look at the
difference in the treatment by the Premier
of members on the Opposition side and
members supporting the Government.
The Premier ridiculed anv desire on the
part of the Opposition for information
which undoubtedly would be of assistanece
to them when the Estimates were under
constderation. Tt would cost the Govern-
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ment nothing te produce this information,
becsuse this list should be compiled and
in the different departments to-day, if it
was nod already in the hands of the Gov-
ernment Printer. If we were to have this
information it ought to be of a full
claracter. The Premier and his eolleagnes
seemed to think that beeause a member of
the Opposition had the temerity to sug-
gest that we should have fuller informa-
tion, there was some ulterior motive, a
suggestion which was absord. The Pre-
mier was treating the members of the
Opposition as he treated the opponents
of his pet football team. He sat under
the fenece with his pipe in his mouth,
whieh he occasionally removed to barrack
for his pet side.

The Premier: That is as good as being
in the top room of the Shamrock hotel.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What did
the Premier intend to instnnate? He
(Mr. Wilson} had never been in the top
room of the Shamrock.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Have von ever bar-
racked at a football mateh?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes, on the
Association grounds, of which he was a
life member. We had been elected to
carry on the business of the country

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : What has that to do with a foot-
ball match?

Hon, FRANE WILSON: Everything,
if the Premier treated members in the
same way as he treated the opponents of
his pet team on the football field. He
treated the Opposition with seant courtesy
and stated that it was idle curiosity, which
should not be granted. Of ecourse hon.
members would vote like a flock of sheep,

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): The eppeosing team are a.lways
treated with every courtesy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What was
the Honorary Minister barking at now?
Did he mean that the Opposition were
treated with courtesy? If the hon. mem-
ber meant that, he (Mr. Wilson) declaved
they had not been treated with eourtesy
that afternoon.

Mr. &’Loghlen: We have had a sample
of your discourtesy.

Heon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member had no cause for complaint.
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Mr. ©'Loghlen: I wonder that you can
say that with a straight face.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If he could
not leok the hon. member in the face he
would be very sorry indeed. The infor-
mation which had been asked for was
simply that if we were to have the infor-
mation given at all we should have the
names and the salaries paid to the tem-
porary officers, and if that information
was necessary for the member for Perth to
the limited degree in which he had moved
for it, it was ten thousand times more
necessary to hon. members of the Opposi~
tion. in order that they might intelligently
diseuss the Estimates when they ecame
along. There should not be the slightest
objection to the motion. There would not
be any cost entailed, and it had always
been customary, no matter what Govern-
ment was in power, that a request for in-
formation, providing there was no valid
objeetion, should be readily granted. He
took exception to the attitude adopted by
the Government. Of course, he took no
notice of the foolish jokes which the mem-
bers on the Ministerial side were maling
among themselves, and which they were
evidently enjoying to the fullest exteut.
As titne went on, and as they grew older,
they would aeguire a more comprehensive
idea of their duty to the State.

Mr., NANSON (Greenough): Il was
clear from the debate that hon.
members on the other side could ob-
tain  information which was denied
to members of the Opposition. Dur-
ing the time the leader of the Op-
position was speaking and even now
the Premier was treating the matter with
a very eonsiderable degree of levity. Of
course, hon. members had a perfect right
to regard matters of this kind in the
light that best appealed to their own peco-
liar characteristies, but although mem-
bers on the Government side, or a con-
siderable proportion of them. might re-
gard this difference meted out by the
Government to the members who sup-
ported them and to members who sat in
opposition, as a difference meted out
purely on party grounds; yet when the
knowledge of the debate went outside
the House it wounld be recognised that the
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Premier drew a strong line of demarca-
tion, and that he was prepared to give
information to hon. members who sat be-
hind him, but that when information of a
precisely similar character, differing only
in degree, was asked for by members ot
the Opposition, that information was
denied. For what reason? Simply for
the reason that that information was
asked for by members who happened Lo
sit in opposition to the Government. He
bad sat in this Honse for a considerable
pumber of years——

The Premier: Al round the House.

Mr. NANSON: On both sides of the
House, and he had bhad experience of vari-
ons Governments, but he never knew
any Government to deny perfectly legiti-
mate information that would cost the
country no expenditure in order fo make
it publie, but denied simply on party
grounds and simply to show that ihe
Government had a big majority behind
them, and thai they would endeavour to
humiliate their opponents and treat with
gross favouritism those who happened to
vole with them. Tf that was the method
by which the Premier was going to lead
the Chamber, if he was going to become
the originator of a new parliamentary
tradition——

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Yon started if.

Mr. NANSON: That was not so, and
he challenged hon. members to produce
a single instance where the late Govern-
ment ever refused to give information
withont snpplying adequate reasons why
ju the public interests it should not be
given. What possible reason was there
for refusing to give the information - de-
sired by the Opposition? The Premier
could only be actuated by one of two
motives, either by the desire to rile
rough-shod over the Opposition to show
hv his majority the power he possessed
and to endeavour to humiliate those in
Opposition. or he was azetuated by child-
ish pettiness. There was no reason for
refusing information which would cost
the country nothing to give, and which
it was the wndoubted right of members.
no matter on which side they sat, to de-
mand.
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The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
What were the motives which prompied
the members of the Opposition at
the eleventh hour to desire the in-
formation which they were endeavouring
to get? He was satisfied they weve not
quite clear themselves. The member for
Murray-Wellington had been asked what
object he had in moving his amendment.

Mr. George: I told yon.

The PREMIER: The hor. member Jil
not explain his reason for the amendmeant
more than to say that there was a number
of professional men receiving salavies
down to £6. If the hon. member knew
that, why did he ask for the information?

Mr. George: I wanted someone else to
know.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
for Perth must have had a specific object
in view when he submitted his motion.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why?

The PREMIER: If any hon. member
opposite had submitted a similar motion
at any stage during the session and lad
stipulated the salary at £6, £5, or even
£2, the Government would not have re-
fused to supply the information. 'the
member for Perth ought to be best
judge of what information he required,
and he ought to kmow why he stipulated
the particular figure of £10, and the hon
member had added that if the amendment
was accepted it would defeat the ohjeci
he had in view. That being the ease, the
House decided to adhere to the motion,
in order to supply the information in the
direction desired by the member for
Perth. Why did not the leader of the
Opposition ask for this information in
the first instance? Hon. members oppo-
site waited until the member for Perih
snbmitfed the motion., and, as a matter
of faet, it never ocenrred to them before
that they required such information.
Now they discovered that in the puhlie
interests it was essential that this infor-
mation should be ohtained.

Mr. George: The member for Perth
was willing to accept the amendment.

The PREMIER: The member fov

Perth declared that the amendment would
defeat his object.
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Mr. Dwyer: That is so. It I ask for
a return showing the number in receipt
of a salary of £10 aud over, I do not
want a return of those reeeiving £0.

The PREMIER: The leader of the
Oppeosition did not know why he wanted
this information.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 do.

The PREMIER: Ii was merely an
opportunity that presented itself of ap-
pearing before the public as the only
people whe were ever prepared to sapply
information.

Mr. George: Nothing of the kind.

The PREMIER: There had heen two
lectures delivered, one by ihe leader of
the Opposition and the other by his
deputy, because the Government refnsed
to give information, the reanson for de-
tanding which they were not able lo
aive. The Government had never at any
time refused to give information which it
was eonsidered it was vight ihat the yub-
lic should have, but he would always re-
fuse to supply information unless it
could be shown that it was in the inter-
ests of the State to supply it, and when
the Government were negotiating and
those negotiations were not coneluded he
would always adopt that altitude. 1t
was part of the tactics of the leader of
the Opposition, when head of the Cov-
ernment, to supply jumbled information
and not what hon. members desired,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Never.

. The PREMIER: The records of the
House would shiow that to almost every
motion submitted by the previous leader
of the Opposition there was an amend-
ment moved by a member sitting behind
the Government, and sometimes by Min-
jsters themselves, so that the informalion
would be supplied as Ministers wanted it
supplied, while times out of number mo-
tions were defeated. Now in righteous
indignation we had the leader of the Op-
position attempting to lecture the pre-
sent Government for having done some-
thing which was deeclared 1o be wrong.
but which bon. members opposite before
regarded as correct.  The only reason
why he rose was to explain to new mem-
bers that he was unfortunate in follow-
ing too closely in the footsteps of the
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leader of the Opposition when head of
the Government. He had asked the Op-
position wly they vequired the informa-
tion and hon. members opposite had tot
been able to tell him.

My. George: We know.

The PREMIER: Why did not they
state it then? The only statement made
by the member for Murray-Wellington
was that there were some officers gelting
£6 a week and that there were some get-
ting £1¢ a week.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
objeet?

The PREMIER : The hon. member for
Perth must answer for his object. He
could only answer for the attitude adopted
by the Government in refusing to accept
an amendment tendered hy members
opposite with a desire to make themselves
appear to the public willing and anxious
to get information in the interesis of the
public generally. In those cireumstances,.
he still submitted that there was no justi-
fieation for the severe attack of the leader
of the Opposition and his deputy against
the Governinent. The member for
Greenough (Mr. Nanson) had been guite
wrathful and it was remarkable that e
had not moved the adjournment of tle
House in order to test the feelings of
members. e did not know that he had
ever seen the hon. member in such a state
of mind; in faet the hon. gentleman had
fairly roared at the Chamber. The matter
at issue was a simple one, the differenn
between £10 and £5, and the hon. membor
must have had a bad night, otherwise
there was nothing so serious in the motion
as to make him so wrathful. In any
case the member for Perth (Mr. Dwyer)
was the member seeking the information
and he ought to get it in the manner in
which he asked for it, and not as the
leader of the Opposition wished it to be
given.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
In moving the amendment to substitute
£6 for £10 he knew perfectly what he de-
sired. He had a right to move the amend-
ment, and it would not have affected ilie
motion at all,

Mr. SPEAKFER: The hon. member is
disrussing an amendment which has beews
defeated.

What was lis



[16 OctopER, 1912.]

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier had said
that he (Mr. George) did not know what
he was speaking abont. Members had a
perfect right to ask for any information,
and in this instance they had asked that
the scope of the motion might be ex-
tended, and although the mover was will-
ing to make an alteration in his motion,
members of the Opposition were told by
the Premier that they were asking for
information ont of mere curiosity and
did uot know what they were after. It
was perfectly competent for any member
to ask for information, but judging from
the way which this matter had been dis-
cussed, it was hardly necessary for the
motion to be brought forward by the
mover because evidently it had heen
threshed out in cancus, and the Premier
knew that he had to support those who
placed him in office; he durst not go
against them. There was the illustration
before him of a member of the Arbitra-
tion Conxt——

Mr. Swan: On a point of order, is the
hon. memwber discussing the guestion be-
fore the House?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member must
not diseuss matters affecting the Arbitra-
tion Court or questions before it, but he
would be restrained from the Chair if
he went too far,

Mr. GEORGE : Seeing that other speak-
ers had been allowed to refer to football
matches and barraekers, it could not he
out of order for him to refer to the Arbi-
tration Court.

Mr. SPEAKER: References had been
made to football matches, but those refer-
ences were in the course of remarks, and
if he were to eontrol every such reference
he wonld prevent all discussion. At the
same time, there was a limit to the scope
of discussion, and he was doing his best
to determine when that limit was reached.
References had always been allowed in
debate which were not strictly relevant
to the subject matter of the debate, but
that was in order to give members greater
seope of discussion,

Mr GEORGE: Surely without impugn-
ing the authority of the Chair, he was in
order in referring to the case of Mr. Som-
crville as an instance, if other members
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were in order in referring to other mat-
ters. He was pointing out the fact that
members on the Opposition side had bheen
refused information that they had a right
to get. Only the other evening a question
had been asked in his behalf in regard
to the powellising of sleepers, and yet
the information had been refused.

Mr. Underwood: Can the hon, member
refér to a discussion that took place in
the House previously, and having no bear-
ing on this particular guestion?

Mr. SPEAKFER: The hon. member
conld not make nse of words used in any
previous debate.

Mr. GEORGE: If that was so, how
was any hon. member to speak? In the
instance to which he had referred infor-
mation was asked for and there was no
debate at all. It related to a matter of
public interest, and he referred to it be-
cause the Premier had refused to give
information that was reguired in the in-
terests of the State.

The Premier: I did not.

Mr. GEORGE : The Premier refused to
lay the papers on the Table.

The Premier: If you had asked for the
informmation in the proper way yon would
have got it.

Mrx. GEORGE: There had been no dis-
respect in the question that had been
asked.

The Premier: No, but you should have
moved for the papers. The member fov
Perth wanted the information in answer
to a question and he, too, was told to
move a motion.

Mr. GEQORGE: The Premier might
have laid these papers on the Table be-
cause they contained matters of interest
to the public. If the Premier and his
creators intended that the Opposition
shonld have no information they should
let the country know that at onee. I£f
the Premier was going to shelter himself
behind his majority, which he apparently
intended to do, and refuse to give mem-
bers information

The Premier: Oh no.

Mr., GEORGE: The Premier had re-
fused to follow the time honoured tradi-
tions of the House, and had refused to
give the Opposition what he had claimed
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for himself when he sat on that side in
years gone by, and what he wounld claim
again when he got baek there in the very
near fotare. If he was going to continue
in that way, members might jost as well
retire to their homes and tell their con-
stituents that it was no use wasting time
in the House because they could not get
information from Ministers while the lat-
ter had power to refuse it. The Premier
must not think that be and his satellites
represented the whole of the country;
they only represented a portion.

Mr. Underwood: Is the hon. member in
order in dealing with the Premier's satel-
lites? -

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member was
not in order in referring to any hon. mem-
ber as a satellite of the Premier. If the
hon. member had done that he must with-
draw the remark.

Mr. GEORGE: There was nothing dis-
respectfnl in the remark. A satellite was
only a star of lesser magnitude, and the
Premier of course was a star of the high-
est magnitude.

Mr, SPEAKER: I asked the hon, mem-
ber to withdraw and he must do se. I
want no explanation as to what the word
means. .

Mr. GEORGE withdrew the remark.
Tt was not for the Premier, even when
backed up by the whole of his support-
ers, 10 refuse information which the
Honse was entitled to have. This was the
first time in the history of responsible
government in Western Australia that
information of this sort had been re-
fused.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order.

Mr. GEORGE: Then all one ecould do
was to enter his protest against the aetion
of the Government; the people would
judge for themselves.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The discus-
sion as to the Premier’s action must be
closed down becaunse the debate was get-
ting further away from the motion as it
proceeded.

Mr. GEORGE: Then one might just
as well leave the House. He had no desire
to be aonstantly called to order. Whilst
he was not disputing the Speaker’s right

[ASSEMBLY.]

to call him to order, he conld not see
hew it was possible for him or any other
member to speak on the question. He was
not impegning the Speaker’s impartiality
when he said that the same liberty had
been taken by the Premier and others
as he was now taking in a lesser degree.
Unfortnnately he was at the tail end of
the debate; had he got in earher he
would have been all right.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member
could discuss the motion as samended, but
he must not continually diseuss the tac-
ties of the Premier or other members of
the House.

Mr. GEORGE: Nothing like this had
been experienced before in the many years
he had been in the House. Before passing
the motion which had taken up 80 much
time of the House——

Mr. O’Loghlen: Well, do not take up
any more.

Mr. GEORGE: Oh, dry up! The
mover of the motion should give his
reasons for desiring it te be passed. No
reason had been given by the Premier,
and the only reason given by the member
for Perth was that he wanted to know.

Mr. Dwyer: If yoo had been here
earlier you would have heard.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member had
a justifiable curiosity, but the reason why
he wanted to know he distinetly kept to-
himself. Members of the Qpposition also-
wanted to know, but because they wanted
to know a little more than the hon. mem-
ber for Perth they were overwhelmed by
the power which numbers temporarily
gave to the Government. The object
of members of the Opposition in wishing
to go a litlle further was not to block
the praiseworthy desire of the member
for Perth but in order to have a little
curiosity quite as legitimate as that of
the hon. members satisfied. But it conld
not be satisfied. Aeccording to the Pre-
mier eertain things had been done by pre-
vious Governments, bul that had nothing
fo do with the present.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
was continually discussing an amendment
already disposed of. The question of re-
fusing the information desired was dis-
posed of when the amendment was dis--
posed of.
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Mr. GEORGE: The memhber for Perth
appeared to be a reasonable young man,
and was blessed with youth; would that
hon. member give a little information ag
to why this return was required? So far,
the hon. mwember had not given that in-
formation to which the House was en-
‘titled. The hon. member was genercus
in private life; let him earry some of that
generosity into his political life, and let
hon. members know what he wanted in
the return. Members would be obliged
to him for supplying the information.

Mr., McDOWALL (Coolgardie) : Now
that the member for Murray-Wellington
was completely finished, one must most
emphatieally resent his statement that
members on the Government side were
led by the Premier to refuse information.

Hon, Frank Wilson: It is nothing else
but that.

Mr, McDOWALIL: Members on the
Government side thought fit to defeat

certain amendments, and it was perfectly-

within their provinee to do so.

Hon, Frank Wilsen: Not at all; the
Minister asked them to defeat them.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The wild and rabid
statements emanating from the members
of the Opposition on this occasion were
astonishing.

Mr. George: I object to the term “wild
and rabid.” There is no man on the Op-
position side who is mad.

Mr. SPEAKER: No hon. member was
allowed to rise and interrupt another hon,
member unless he rose on a guestion of
privilege, or on a matter of personal ex-
planation, or on a point of order. The
hon. member had done neither of these,
and must not follow the same eourse
again.

Mr. George: On a point of order, was
the member for Coolgardie justified in
using the word “rabid”?

Mr. SPEAKER: There was no point
of order involved.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It would be neces-
sary to get a “meek and mild” dictionary
in order to pick out some words to
please the member for Murray-Welling-
ton. The langnage objected to was much
more polite than that the member for
Murray-Wellington was nsing a few min-
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utes previously. There was no objection
to granting information to any members
of the House; the objection was to mem-
bers of the Opposition endeavouring to
obtain information by means of amend-
ments that were not justified. To show
there was no guestion of refusal of infor-
mation, the Premier had intimated very
plainly indeed that if members of the
Opposition chose to put motions on the
Notice Paper as the member for Perth
had done they would obtain information
as readily as the member for Perth. The
object of the discussion was more to waste
time than anything else.

Mr. Taylor: Then why follow?

Mr. MeDOWALL: The hon, member
should be reminded that he (Mr. Me-
Dowall) sat very patiently, night after
night, listening to a lot of—, if iie used
the word the Speaker would call him to
order.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member must
discuss the motion.

Mr. MeDOWALL: A similar motion
would not be opposed if bronght forward
by members on the other side of the
House. The member for Perth asked for
information which he desired, and not for
information which the Opposition desired.
The member for Perth knew what he re-
quired his information for, and had a
perfeet right to move for it. The member
for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) had in-
terjected “Why take up more time?’ and
simply in reply to that he desired to say
he did not take up a lot of the time of
the House unnecessarily, because he usu-
ally rose when he wished to say a few
words.

Mr, George: So do we all.

Mr. McDOWALL: The molion should
be earried without further alieration.

Mr. DWYER (in reply): The motion
formed part of a series of questions sub-
mitted some time previously, but the Pre.
mier had refused to reply to them hy way
of answers to questions, and had said
notice wounld have to be given in the usual
way. So the Premier had ot treated
him (Mr. Dwyer} with any great con-
sideration in the matter, and ke had been
compeiled to take the usual roundabont
course of moving a motion for a return
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to get the information, Neither the Pre-
mier nor any member of the House was
aware of the reason that prompted the
questions Leing asked. With the object
of saving the time of the Ilouse he had
made as short an explanation as possible
of the reasons for moving the motion, and
when the leader of the Opposition had
suggested an amendment to the second re-
turn asked for he (Mr. Dwyer) had been
agreeable, provided the information he
asked for was being supplied, to have the
supplementary information the leader of
the Opposition required, namely, the num-
ber of those receiving under £5 a week;
but, as it turned out, the leader of the
Opposition required something very dif-
ferent.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not discuss an amendmeni already disposed
of.

Mr. DWYER: A return of the »um-
ber of those gelting £10 a week was quite
a different proposition fromr a retwrn of
the number of those receiving over £6 a

week, The number of those pro-
fessionally engaged in the Govern-
service receiving £10 a week was

the specific information he required.
He was informed there was a great
number of them, and he did not ap-
prove of the temporary staff in the Gov-
ernment service being so large, or of
most imporiant offices in the Governmc:t
service being filled by temporary men. The
member for Greenongh (Mr. Nanson) in
his well-assumed indignation, was doing
violence to his sense of the logical in say-
ing that anyone was attempting to burk
inguiry or to have information vefused.
The hon. member must know thal in asking
for a return of those receivirg a higher
salary than £10 he had no wish to have
information regarding those receiving a
higher salary than £6. If any other mem-
ber wished that information, let him move
for a return. The trouble, however, was
that lLion. members opposite seemed to
think that there was something underlying
the motion, thongh the object of moving
had been made perfectly clear. It was an
iHustration of the old adage “guilty per-
sons are eversuspicious,” Theleader of the
Opposition in his day as Iremier pro-
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bably found it convenient at limes to have
questions asked by his own followers, pro-
bably at his own suggestion, aud thought
something of the kind was now obtaining,
but the hon. memher could be ussured that
it was not the case in this instance, al-
though all might seem orange to his jaun-
diced eyes. .

Question as amended put, and s division
taken with the following resuit:—

Ayes .. .. .. 19
Noes .. .. .12
Majority for .. T
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Bath Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr, B, J. Stubbs
Mr, Dwyer Mr. Swan
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
Mr. Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lander Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Heftmann
Mr. McDowall (Teiler).
Nogs.
Mr. Broun Mr. Nanson
Mr. George Mr. A. E. Plesse
Mr. Lefroy Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Male Mr. F. Wilscn
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Layman
Mr. Monger {Tealler).
Mr. Moore

Questionr as amended thus passed.

RETURN—KARRI TIMBER LEASES.
My, O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) moved—
That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House, showing:-—1, The rctal
area of Karri country applied for dur-
ing the past three years as concession,
lease, or permit. 2, The names of the
applicants. 3, The area granted. 4, To
whem granted.
He said: In moving the motion T desire
to make only a few remarks, because T
believe an opportunity will be given at a
later date to thoroughly diseuss this prec-
posal. The objeet of my motion can be
explained, not only to the satisfaction of
the leader of the Opposition but to the
satisfaction of every membler of the
House. My object is to make available
to the public the names of thoseapplicants
who have applied for karri ¢o ntrv with
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the intentionm of exploiting . the nwn-
ber of applications approved, and the
oumber declined. The information will
at least indicate to the public whether
there are bona fide objections in the
speeches made by members of arliament
iu another place, as well as by some mem-
bers of the general public who write to
the Press. In dealing wilh this subject
I wish to say I have not yel heard one
word of disparagement of the {imber from
members of this Chamber. I have read a
good many disparaging vemarks as to the
merits of this particular timber, remarks
made in another place, but up to the pre-
sent no serious objection has heen taken.
Before poing any further [ may mention
that in the Federal Parliament at the pre.
sent time considerable objection is being
raised to the proposal of the Government
to utilise karri in the traus-Australian
railway and for other purposes. T am
not to-night going to express my opinion
as to the relative merits of this timber,
but I may be pardoned if. speaking as a
man who has had praetical experience
of this industry, I say T awr guided by the
advice of experts who elaimn that afrer
winute investigations this timber has stood
the test in the various treatients to which
it has been subjected.

Mr. George: We have never had a full
report of those tests.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: You will get it if
you move for a return, as I am now do-
ing. Tt is all very well for the member
for Murray-Wellington to squeal aboul
his treatment, but if he moves in the
proper way he will get the information he
desires. The Government have secured a
certain contraet which means bringing
into the State nearly a quarter of a mil-
lion of money, and I believe they are on
the point of securing a similar contract
of the same magnitude. If the New South
Wales Government are negotiating with
this Government for the supply of a
million karri sleepers, that Government
are not acting without due consideration.
They must have given earnest considera-
tion to the reporis put in as to the efficaey
of this treatment of the timber. If this
is the ecase, the Governwment of Western
Australia should be supported in their
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desire to ulilise that timber and pive it
a eommercial value, which it has uut to-
day. It is absolutely valueless

Mr. George: No, no.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Where does any
demand exist for it to-day! Where has
there been any output during the last
eight or ten years? This timber has had
to fight against a big prejudice, and the
desire of every member should be that
if the tests prove that it is all right, we
sliould try io develop that part of the
State by wilising this timber, and bring-
ing that large volume of money into the
State instead of allowing it to go to Tas-
mania or some viher State. The jareab
trade is well established and ean look
after itself, and if by Government enter-
prise we ean give commereial value to the
magnificent karvi forests, | say the Gov-
ernment should he commended for their
eftorts in this direction. TUnfortunately,
Mr. Hedges, a member of the Federal
Parliament, has to-day moved a motion
of censure on the Federal Government be-
canse they propose to utilise karri sleep-
ers, and I think I may be pardoned in
pointing to one or two references made
by Mr. Hedges when he served up his in-
dictment against that Covernmenl.

Mr, SPEARKER: The hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: My obje:t in mon-
ing this motion is to give to the public
what I think are the reasons netunating
certain public men in disparaging karri
timber.

Mr. SPEAKER: The mofion should
have stated that intention clearly; but it
does not. I want to point out that that
is where my diffienlty lies in respeet
to the limitation of debates. I on. mem-
hers are under the impression that a mere
motion for a return allows of the dis-
cussion of every aspect of the question.
That is not so, because the discussion of
& motion should be confined to the matter
witlin the motion, and nothing which is
now being dizenssed by the hon, member
is comprised within his motion.

Mr. ’LOGERLEN: I realise your diffi-
culty, Sir, and my own, too.

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. wmembers can

always make their motions in such a
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manner as (o permit of the fullest disens-
sion which they may desire,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: However, another
opportunity will present itself when the
Minister for Works will give to the puablie
the reasons actnating him in adopting the
poliey which the Government have
adopted in regard to this timber. After
all the disparaging references made in
the Federal Parliament the Minister for
Works will give the other side of the pie-
ture, and will place before the public the
reasans actuating the Government in the
step they have taken. I trust the many
contradieting and incorrect statements
published in to-day’s newspapers will then
be placed in a different light. Seeing that
this question means possibly half a mil-
lion of monev to-day and, perhaps, in the
near future a few millions more for this
timber when we can make of it a com-
mereial eommodity—having regard to the
big avenue it opens up for developing the
rich portion of the Sonth-West of the
State—I am sorry to think that two mem-
bers of our Federal Parliament should be
the first 1o decry the industry,

Hon. Frank Wilsoni: You must not eri-
ticise members of another Parliament.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I am sorry that
they should have seen fit to disparage this
industry, and I will give reasons on a
future occasion why those gentlemen have
taken up the stand they have. T only
desire to say now that my object in moving
the motion is to show to the publie that
these very companies which, in my opin-
ion, are at present prompting Federal re-
presentatives to speak against West Aus-
tralian interests, are the very companies
who applied for these timber areas, and
who had thev got them, would have been
singing the praises of karri to the top
note. instead of wrging Federal repre-
sentafives fo disparage it.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
With great pleasure T second the motion.
The hon. gentleman, in the conrse of bis
remarks, spoke of prejudice in regard to
karri timber. Of course we eannot go
into a full discussion of that now; still I
think, seeing that there have been remarks
made both as to the good qualities and the
supposed bad qualities of this timber, it
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is desirable that the total area of karri
couniry applied for during the past three
years should be made known, together
with the names of those who have applied
for it, the area granted and to whom it
has been granted. Then it may possibly
appear that some of those who deery this
partieular timber are disappointed appli-
cants, or persons who have their own ends
to serve by decrying the timber, But, so
far as the prejudice is concerned which
the hon. member has spoken of, 1 should
be glad if he wounld draw a distinction be-
tween mere prejudice and opinions set up
as the resuli of practical tests of this
timber. Only a few years ago the export
of karri to the other States, to the old
country, and to South Afriea was equal
to, if it did not exceed, the export of
Jarrah,

Mr. O°Loghlen: That was 10 year ago.

Mr. GEORGE: And what 35 the reason
why the export of karri has gone down?
Karri is recognised to be a very valuable
timber indeed for certain purposes, but
there are other purposes for which it is
not so good a timber as jarrah.

Mr. Taylor: That applies to all tim-
hers.

Mr. GEORGE: And almost to all men.
What is the reason why the karri timber
has ceased to hold so large a proportion of
our exports? Simply because the karri
country at Denmark and Torbay, which
at that time was being exploited, has been
cut out. The karri that was heing cut
at Karridale has also been cub out, and
facilities which exist to-day for going into
the karri country did not exist 10 years
ago, or else that timber would have eom-
tinued to enjoy its popularity. Owing
to the railways which have been pushed
out by different Governments since then,
it is now possible to get at the karri coun-
trov, and karri will again come to the
front for its own particular purposes.
Tt is not due to any opposition that karri
iz not as lorgely used to-day as it was
10 vears ago, but because it has been so
difficult to obtain. We desire that karri
shall be used for purposes for whieh it
is snitable, and those of us who have been
in the timber trade know perfecily well
that it is nseless to send out a timber for



[16 Ocroser, 1912.]

purposes for which it has been proved
to be unsuitable, for that would simply
-damn the trade.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 {o 7.30 p.m.

My, GEORGE: I do not tlink it is
necessary to say much more in connection
with this matter beyond that T shall be
very much interested to see this return.
I would have liked the motion to have
gone a little forther, but I have not the
slightest doubt as to its utility, as the
-question of the value of karri timber will
be discussed fully shortly, and we shall
have an opportunity of using this motion,
and expressing our opinions. It will be
interesting when we get this retnrn. There
may be different opinions as to the ad-
visability of using the timber for certain
purposes, while admitting that it is pre-
eminent in its qualities for other pur-
poses. T shall content myself by second-
ing the motion, and expressing the pious
hope that the Premier will accept if, and
let us have an opinion as quickly as pos-
sible, =0 that our minds may be put i
ease,

Question put and passed.

PAPERS — FREMANTLE HARBOUR
EXTEXNSTONS.
Mr. CARPENTER
moved—

(Fremantle)

That all papes in connection with
proposed extensions «f the Fremantle
Harbour be laid upon the Table of the
House.

After consulting the Minister, he nnder-
stood that the motion would be taken as
formal,
Mr. DWYER (Perth)
motion, ‘
On motion by the Prewier, debate ad-
journed,

seconded the

RETURN—COOLGARDIE STATE

BATTERY.
Mr. McDOWALL (Coolgardie)
moved—

That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House, showing—-1, The amount of
[86]
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cupilal ecpended con  the Coolgardie
State Battery. 2 ,The interest charged
on capital. 3, The amount provided for
sinking fund. 4, he receipts and er-
penditure from inceplion to date (mill-
ing and tin). &, The receipls and ex-
penditure  from dnception to dole
(cyaniding and slimes). 6, The receipts
und erpendilure for the year ending
I0th Jurne, 1912 (milling and tin). 7,
The receipts and cxpenditure for the
year ending 30th June, 1912 (cyanid-
tng and slimes}. 8, The cost of the
recent repairs to the plant,

There would, he imagined, be no opposi-
tion to the motion. Sowme of his constitu-
enis wanted the informalion, and most of
it eould easily be obtained frons the
mining reports. He was aware that
questions 2 and 3 must be answered
“nil,”” because it was well known that
interest was not ehasged arainsi the
working expenses of the battery, and
that generally a sinking fund was net
provided specially for s battery. Still
he wanted the inforrmation placed in this
compaet and official Torm.

Mr. GILL (Leederville) seconded the
wotion.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—ABATTOIRS AND CHILL-

ING WORKS AT GERALDTON.

Debate resumed from the 2nd Oeto-
ber on the motion of Mr. Dooley—** That
this House is of opinion that in the in-
terests of the health and eonvenience
of the public of Geraldton, and for the
purpose of meeting the requirements of
the farmers, fruit growers, and pastora-
lists of the surrounding distrieis. the
establishment of abattoirs and chilling
works at the Port of Geraldton is an im-
mediate neccessity;’’ and on the amend-
ment of the Minister for Lands, ‘‘That
the words “an  immediate necessity
be strock out, and ‘‘desirable’’ inserted
in lien,

Mr. TURVEY (Swan) : I desire to
suppori the amendment moved by the
Minister for Lands to the mation of the
mentber for Geraldton. 1In doing so,
T helieve that the establishment of ab-
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attoirs and freezing works at the port of
Geraldton is a necessity, but I am not
of opinion that it is altogether an im-
mediate necessity, and I think the
amendmenf should meet the require-
ment even of the member for Geraldton.
It is well known to every member of
the House that Geraldton is a thriving
port with a very big back distriet to
support it. In faet, I think it stands
as about the third or fourth port in im-
portance in the State. When one comes
to consider what a vast amount of good
the establishment of refrigerating works
has done in the Fastern States, and par-
tienlarly in New Zealand, I do pot think
there should be any hesitation on the
part of the Government to carry out as
speedily as possible the establislment
of abattoirs and freezing works at Ger-
aldton. Geraldton is backed by a big
district, a distriet that is noted for its
possibilities so far as the pastoral in-
dustry is eoncerned. In fact, I think it
has already heen referred to in this
Chamber as having been the granary of
Western Anstralia, and, again, we have
an extensive mining proposition in the
vieinity. But it has been pointed oul
by the Minister for Lands that, as far
a5 the export favilities are coneerned,
it ix not necessary at this juneture that
abattoirs and freezing works should be
established theve.  Apart altogether
from the possibilities of the export
trade

Mr. Nanson : The amendment says
““desirable.’’ Is not that the same thing?

AMr. TURVEY : Desirable in the in-
terests of the health and convenience of
the poblie at Geraldton that abatteirs
should be established. So far as the ex-
port {rade iz eoncerned, even admitting
that we have not sufficient lambs or mut-
ton for loeal consumption, and that the
time has nol yet arrived when we can
enter into an extensive systemn of export
of lambs, we ecannot get away from the
fact that even an export trade estab-
Yislied at the present juncture would tend
to make the market less intermittent,
and to prevent the poesibility of having
at one season of the year a glut, and at
another period a shortage. TFurther, it
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would give some encouragement to those
pastoralists and tarners who are going
in for sheep-rearing if they knew there
was always a steady market for their
produce. So far as the raising of lambs
is eoncerned, and sheep-rearing gener-
ally for this purpuse, it is a well known
fact that the farmers’ purposes are best
suited if killing is done between October
and December. If the sheep are kept
longer, there is a tendency to waste that
could be obviated if the freezing works
were established. Again, 1 venture
to say that, since we have State
steamers running along ihe coast, it
would be quite possible for the fine dis-
triet backing up Geraldton to supply
even the metropolitan area with the
necessary mutton. The member for
Greenongh in dealing with the motion
congratulated the member for Geraldton
on his speech, but there is one thiug
I gertainly objected to, and that was
what I might term the despieable taetics
adopted by that member later on in his
speech in taking the opportunity of the
absence of the member for Gerald-
fon—-—

My, Kanson :
partunity.

Mr. TUCRVEY : Taking the opportun-
ity in entirely misconstrning that mem-
bers remarks,

Mr. Nanson : On a point of order,
i the hon. member in order in saying
that I took the oportunmity of the hon.
member’s absence. How could I pos-
sibly be aware of the fact? I was not
aware that the hon. member was absent.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is
in order in giving an expression of
opmion.

Mr. Nanson : T take it that T am in
order in denying that T took advantage
of the opportunity.

Mr, TURVEY : The wmwember for
Greenough. in referring te the speech
made hy the memher for Geraldton cer-
tainly mi«constrned his remarks. He
wenl on to say that the member for Ger-
aldton stated (hat that partienlar port
had become a baeck number, because the
distriet was not so productive as it was
at an earlier stnpe. The member for

I did not take the op-
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Greenough when he made that state-
ment—

Mr. Nanson : That is a quotation
from the hon. member’s speech,

Mr. TURVEY : That is not a quota-
tion from the hon, member’s speech.

Mr. Nauson : It is; I was following
it; T have it marked.

Mr. TGRVEY : I will show how the
hon. member misconstrued the remarks
to suit himself and his purposes. The
member for Geraldton, in speaking on
this motion, distinetly stated that it may
be =aid the reason Geraldton is to a cer-
fain extent a back number is because it
s not as productive now as it was in the
earlier stages.

Mr. Nanson : The hon. member is
wrong, He described it as a fact. If he
refreshes his memory by consuliing
Hansard, he will see I quoted him with
perfect acenracy.

Mr. TURVEY: 1 am pointing out
that the member for Geraldton stated
it may be said that Geraldton was be-
eoming a back namber, and he went on
-afterwards to prove his case right up to
the hilt that Geraldton and its distriet
comprised oune of the most productive
in Western Australia, and quoted facts
and fizures in support of it.

Mr. Nanson : He said it was languish-
ing to-day.

My, TOURVEY : Languishing on ac-
count of these facilities having been de-
nied by previous Governments. But he
went on to point out that in spite of these
diffienlties and the lack of attention in
past vears by different Governments it
is coming along at & fairly rapid rate
so far as population is concerned. T faney
I have heard the hon. member say that it
is the best evidence of the progress of a
district when we find the population com-
ing along at a fairly rapid pace. The
position is that the member for Gerald-
ton instead of pointing out that Gerald-
ton had become a back number, went ex-
tensively into the question in order to
show that Geraldion was indeed becom-
ing a port of great importanee, in fact
that the whole distriet was making rapid
progress. but owing to it having been de-
nied the facilities that the hon. mem-
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ber is now asking for, it certainly had
not made the progress of other places
where favilities of a similar nature had
been granted. [ regret that the hon.
member for Greenough should have
spoken as he did in the absence of the
hon. member for Geraldion and that he
should have gone out of his way to con-
vey an entirely false impression to the
constituents of that particular member.
However, I feel sure that the member
for Geradton bimself when he has the
opportunity of replying, will undoubt-
edly take the member for Greenough to
task for the manner in which he miscon-
strued portions of his speech,

My, Nanson :  Unfortunately
speech stands in Hansard.

Mr. TURVEY: But if the hon. mem-
ber wonld lock op his own speech in
Hansard bhe would find where he made

his

“a statement which was not entirely cor-

rect.

Mr. Nanson :
that.

Mr. TURVEY : TIn the hon. mewmber’s
remarks with reference to the words
yuoted hy the member for Geraldton in
so far as the backwardness of Geraldton _
itself was concerned,

Mr. Nanson : If a thing is deseribed
as a fact, it means that the person who
classes it as a fact believes it to he a
faet.

Mr. TURVEY : The hon. member
will have an opportunity later on of
proving that. He has had his say, now I
shall have mine. All that the member
for Geraldlon said in that respeet was
that it might be said such was the case,
bhut he did not sav it was a fact.

Mr. Nansen : Let the hon. member re-
fer to Hansard,

Mr. TURVEY: T wonld like to refer
to it, but I do not think the Speaker
would allow me. The hon. member for
Greenongh spoke in a very indignant

Point out where I did

manner earlier in the evening on
another matter, but on this amend-
ment le took the opportunity of

making a bitter attack upon an bon,
member who happened te be out of the
Chamber. So far as Geraldton is con-
cerned, I believe that the establishment
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of abattoirs and freezing works there
would eertainly be not only in the hest
interests of the people of that particular
distriet, but also in the best intcrests
ot the people of the State, because after
all if the establishment of freezing works
bas done so much in other parts of the
world where the climate is cooler than in
Western Australia, then I can see that
the greatest of possibilities exist in front
of this State by ihe establishment of
these works at sueh a thriving port as
Geraldton.

On motion by Mr. O'Loghlen debate
adjourned.

BILL—-PHARMACY AND FPOISONS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 2nd October.
Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco): [ de-
sire to make a few remarks with rogard
to the Bill before the House T take il
that it has been found neeessary by those
engaged in the business of dispensing
medicines to amend the Act which con-
trols that particular profession, and !
- might say that I am at one with them in
endeavouring to protect the general pub-
liec from those people who are known as
“gquacks.”  We eannol have too much
supervision over that eclass of people, as
it has been found necessary iu this stage
of our ecivilisation to eontrol everybody
who has any dealings whatever in the
eure or the care of the sick, and I think
that is only right. Reecently in this State
we passed a measure dealing with the re-
gistration or nurses, and I consider it is
only in the intevesis of the geneval pnblic
that those in any way attending on
the sick should he earefully looked
after. Whilst I am in favour of this
Bill, and T intend to vote for the second
reading, there are some provisions in it
which do not entirely meet with my ap-
proval. Tt will he my endeavour te have
these amended in Committee se as te
bring them as far as possible into con-
formity with what I believe will be in
the best interests of the public. T notiea
one of the provisions of the Rill will pre-
vent anyone except a registersd phacma-
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ceutical chemist dispensing medicine m a
private hospital. I think this will infiiet
a hardship upon those people who are
controlling private hospitals. 1 doubt
if there are privale lLospitals which
keep their own drugs and dispense pre-
seriptions, but I think it is necessary that
a fair amount of latitude should be given
to the people who control lhese institn-
tions.

Mr, Thomas: Wonld you aliow people
to dispense in private hospitals?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I do not think T
would allow them to do the whole of the
dispensing or to keep a stoek of drugs
on the premises, but T do say that a fair
amount of latitude should be given io the
people who keep or control private hos-
pitals.  These nursing instilutions ave
controlled by people who have received
a caveful training and they have a good
knowledge of drugs.

Mz, Thomas: Nurses?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Yes.

Mr. Thomas: They have no training
whatever in that divection,

Mre. B. J. STCBBS: 1 was under the
impression that they received training in
the mixing of drugs, bul of course the
member for Bunbury should have a better
knowledge of the matter than 1 have.

Mr. Thomas: The hon. memher will
find if he makes inquiries that what I say
is correat.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Ai{ any rate we
shonld net make it too difficult for those
who control private hospitals to mix
simple compounds to zive their patients
when these compounds have been pre-
scribed by a doctor. Among the provi-
sions of this Bill is also one which earries
out to its logical conelusion the prinieple
which members on  this side entirely
agree with, that is preferenee to union-
ists, ot compulsory unionism. But T
want to say that T think it is commencing
at the wrong end when we are making an
Act of Parliament which will give to a
profession, such as this, the right lo
bring about compulsory wunionism. T
think that is one of the clanses which is
almost sure to be amended in Committee.
It seems to me that this eclanse is more
far-reaching than any clause which any
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ordinary unionist has asked for. It does
not even provide for the twelve
months arvears of subseriptions which
the Arbitration el specifies for union-
ists and if the delinguent does not
pay up within six months he is debarred
from getting a livelihood. T think this is
too drastic and the House ought to amend
it in Committee. There is auotber pro-
vision which t¢ my mind would prevent
any person entering into partnership
with a pharmaceutical chemist,  Those
who have the necessary qualifications of
a chemist may he short of capital and
may find it necessary to seek a partner
with capital.

Mr. George: Would that not fit in with
vour ideas? You ave against eapital
every time.

My, B. J. STUBBS: Of course the bon.
members, as is usual when le tries to
interpret the opinions of members on this
side of the House, is entirely out of his
latitude. Neither I nor any Labour mewm-
ber is against eapital. T do net think the
hon. member knows what eapital is. We
oppose the private ownership of capital,
and T am not endorsing il now. But no
man in his pight senses ever opposed capi-
tal. We have, however, to face things as
we find them, and this Bill is Jealing with
something that is to take place immedi-
ately.

Mr. Monger: Mr. Speaker, may I ask
before we go any further, whether this
Bill has been discussed in caueus?

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
rises in his place to ask questions of that
character I shalt have to take some action
in regard to him,

Mr. Monger: Thank you.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: This Bill is deal-
ing with principles of every-day import-
ance, and whilst members of the Labour
party may desire to bring about in the
futnre the abolition of eontrol of eapital
by private individuals, we are not for
that reason going to impose hardships on
those who are compelled to nse capital
to-day. But whilst T would agrea fo a
elanse to prevent a eompany heing
formed whieh was likely to get a mon-
opoly, simply employing one registered
chemist, and by that means doing a great
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injustive to the number of other chemisis
in o small way of business, still this elause
s made so drastiec and far-reaching that it
would prevent a gentleman possessing the
qualifieations of a ebemist from taking
into partuership with him a man who has
the neressary capital. In that respeci the
Bill is far too drastie, and 1 shall endeay-
our to have that clause modified to a very
great extent. Now I come to what will
be recognised as the most objectionable
feature of the Bill, and tbat is the at-
tempi to preven! any grocer or store-
keeper from selling or offeving for sale
any patent or proprietary medicine. T
hardly think it is necessary to point out
toe the member responsible for the Bill
the far-reaching effect that would have.

Mr. Thomas: I have promised to alter
that.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 am very pleased
to hear it. I appeal to hon. members not
to vote against the second reading be-
canse it is not right to deal in that way
with a matter of this kind. 'There are
some good and necessary provisions in
the Bill, and T appeal to the lion. mem-
bers to allow uws an opportunity in Com-
mitiee to bring the Bill into eonformity
with what is right and just.

Mr. George: TIs this not to ereate a
monopoly ?

Mr. B. J. STURBS: Not if il is altered
in the way I have outlined, T think that
all the mouopolistic part will then be

wiped ont,

Mr. Taylor: The Bill will not then be
much good.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: T certainly hope
members will amend this provision which
endeavours to prevent storckeeepers sel-
ling or offering for sale patent medicines.
Theve are any number of small towns in
this State which, because of the small-
ness of their population, will not support
a chemist in their midst, and it would be
a very serious thing indeed to prevent
those people from being able tu purelinse
these patent medicines, which in a large
namber of instanees do a lot of good,

Mr, Holman: What is the difference
between purehasing frotn a chemist and
purchasinr fon a storekeeper?



2458

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: There is no dif-
ference in my opinion.

Mr. Underwood: There is a difference
of about eighteenpence usually.

Mr. Thomas: What is the use of dis-
cussing a clause that is going to be
eliminated from the Bill? I am going
to withdraw it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I did not under-
stand that the hon. member was going to
withdraw that eclause. I think I have
dealt with the objectionable features of
the Bill, and in concluding I once again
appeal to hon. membhers not to volte
against the second reading, but to allow
the measure to go into Committee and
then make it conform to their wishes,

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): I hope
that before hon. memhbers accept this Bill
they will go through it very ecarefully.
It is one of the most conservative meas-
ures ever brought before the House. If
it is passed, country farmers and others
who have horses will not be able to treat
them with up-to-date remedies. Clause
45 say that no person can sell:

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss elaunses.

Mr., LANDER: If members will look
at one clanse of the Bill they will find
that it will be impossible to buy any
tabloids for subeutaneous treatment, that
is, hypodermic syringe treatment. For
one of the most common ailments of stock
in the country districts, impaection or
paralysis of the bowels, the bypodermie
treatment is used, and provision is being
made in this measure to prevent the sale
of hypodermic treatment to any person
unless he is supported by a qualified medi-
cal man. Where is the veterinary surgeon
to come in? If a person has a horse
saffering from pneumonia or any fever
trouble he will not be able to get aconite.
If there is anything wrong with an ani-
mal’s eye he will not be able to use co-
caine or belladonna. He will practically
be precluded from getting a blister, and
he will not he able to chloroform an ani-
mal. T would like lo say that this is all
rot, but I ecannot use that ferm. If this
Bill is passed in its present form, it will
he monstrous and will operate very hardly
on outback settlers, and also on veterinary
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surgeons. If the hon, member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas) thinks I will sit here
and pass a Bill of this sort he makes a
great mistake. Then there are such medi-
cines as lysol, iodoform, and chlorodyne,
all of which we will be prohibited from
buying.

Mr. Thomas: I assure the hon. memhber
that he is mistaken,

Mr. LANDER: At any rate I hope
that before members consent to this Bill
they will read it through very earefully.
I havé seid sufficient to warn members
to be on their guard. The hon., member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitechell) knows
that the hypodemic syringe is used all
over the country. Instead of giving a
drench or a ball as was the cmstom in
the old days, tineture of opium and other
preparations which are made up in tab-
loid form are employed, but if this Bill
passes, the nse of these will be prevented
and that will be a great injustice.

Mr. MONGER: T beg to move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr, SPEAKER: There is no seeconder
to the motion.

Mr. MONGER {York) : I have had the
pleasure of listening to the remarks that
fell from the learned member for Subiaco,
aund really if that lengthy oration he was
good enough to give us is a correct inter-
pretation of this measore, it is time we
passed it into oblivion. If all those
dreads which the hon. member desecribed
are to be given effect to by the passing
of even a portion of this measure, I think
we are going a little bit too far. I do
not oftéen agree with the member for
East Perth (Mr. Lander), but on
this oceasion it gives me a certain
amount of pleasure {o agree with
him in the ideas he has expressed.
What is the position, what »re we
advocating, what are we legislating for or
attempting to legislate for? A monopoly;
and I understand that is one of the strong-
est matters against the feelings of those
gentlemen who st on the Government
side of the House. If they are going to
support and legislate for what is from
every standpoint Jlescribed as a monopoly,
let them give their solid and kindly sup-
port to the measure now bhefore the
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House. Every member of this Chamber
and of another place has bad a communi-
cation addressed to himm, the correctness
or rightness of which I am not geing to
attempt to determine; but if the argu-
ments as given evidence to in the Press
during the last day ov two are {o be relied
on, if the subject matter of the Bill is to
be given effect to on the lines of the
arguments adduced in these communica-
tions, I shall be sorry if Parliament ecar-
ries the Bill in its enfirety; but I under-
stand the mover is prepared to alter the
very salient points of the measure in order
to give effect to the contradictions as
evinced from correspondenece and other
numerons articles that bave appeared in
the Press. Having made these few re-
marks in regard to the measure I again
move, hoping to have a seconder, an
amendment to the motion moved by the
mewmber for Bunbury (Mr, Thomas)—

That the word “now” be struek ouf
and “this day three months” added to

the motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no seconder.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I op-
pose the second reading of this Bill for
the reason that 1 think we have already
given too much control of various pro-
fessions to the men following those pro-
fessions. There is no doubt that it would
be considerably better for the people of
Western Aunstralia if we had more control
over practically all the professions. Law-
yers have been granted a monopoly which
has been used prineipally for the benefit
of the lawyers and to the detriment of
the people of the Btate generally. The
same follows in regard to the medical
profession, though one has to admit that
doctors deal with the lives of people and
it is necessary to allow them considerable
latitude and take the greatest precautions
to see that anyone not skilled in medicine
is not allowed to practise. However, we
come to this position, that we have veter-
inary surgeons, lawyers, doctors, chemists,
dentists, aceountants——

Mr. Dwyer: Musicians.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, musicians
and physicians—

The Premier: Architeets.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And architects
also, coming and asking to be granted an
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absolutely elose monopoly for their pro-
fessions. They get an Aect of Parliament
and then the administration of the Act
is handed over to these people. I do not
mind registration; I do not mind the
greatest possible precaution being taken
so long as {he interests of the publie in
general are protected; but I am convineed
that the public interest has not been pro-
tected as it should bhave heen. It is only
in these professions that such a thing
oceurs. If the engine-drivers were to
suggest such a thing the whole of the
Opposition, including the member for
York (Mr., Monger}, would be oa their
hind legs at the same time.

Mr. Dwyer: The engineers have abso-
lute protection,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They have this
protection, tlat a man eannot legaliy
drive an engine unless he has a ticket, but
his ficket is granted, not by a bonrd of
drivers, but by a board consisting of
a representative of the drivers and a
representative of the employers and a
representative of the Government. 1f the
hon. member can introdoece a scheme
wherehy the public are as well prolected
in eonnection with chemists as they are
in the case of engine-drivers I can give
him my heartiest support; but when he
asks us to hand over wholly and solely
to chemists the administration of this
measure, | must ask rmembers to oppose
the Bill. If the chemists cannot put for-
ward a better scheme let us go on as
before. Notwithstanding that there are
quacks, and many of them ticketed and
unticketed, my experience is ibhat a
chemist is just as likely {o take a man
down, if he gets an absolute monopoly,
as a man with no certificate. We know
that a- chemist will sell two-pennyworth
of epsom salts and charge anything up to
10s. 6d. for it. On behalf of the zeneral
public T want some protection against
these extortionate charges, *We are well
aware that there are very few standard
medieines. Notwithstanding the Latin or
any other supposed language in which the
preseription is written, there are but a
few very cheap drugs with which these
preseriptions may be made up, and when
a- man goes into a chemist’s shop with
a prescription the chanees are—-
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Mr. Thomas: 1 think you are gelting a
bit out of your depth uvow.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: I heard a yurn at
one time of a sailer who had a prescrip-
tion. He went into a chemist’s shop and
asked how mueh it wounld eost. The
chemist said it would cost 2s. 6d. The
sailor said, “I have only fourpence,” and
the chemist said, “Here, give it to me and
I will make twopeuce profit out of yon
now.” This applies not only to chemists.
There are in the city men who are sup-
posed to have tickets as oculists. If one
goes to an oculist to get a glass which
will give the oculist a very excellent
profit if sold at 2s. 6d., the lowest price
he will charge for this glass will be 12s.
6d. I want some protection for the gen-
eral public, and I shall oppose this Bill
and all Bills for these monopolies, except
mounopolies which give some protection
for the general public. The sooner that
chemists and medical men recognise that
they have not been treating the general
public fairly, the sooner they will he able
to get more lenient consideration from
Parliament.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) : T support
the second reading of the Bill becanse
I bave the assurance of the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) that one of its
main designs is to deal with the Indian
herbalists, and fuacks of that character,
that infest the wlole of the towns of
Australia that are of any size. I agree
that there may be considerable room for
amendment in the Bill as it is at present
printed, but I take it that the member
for Banbury is quite willing, if in the
debate in the Chamber or in Committee
any reasonable suggestion is made, to
amend the Bill accordingly. Even if we
appose the Bill because there are certain
things unfavourable in it, we should stand
hy it for the one redeeming featnre in it.
Anyone who goes about our fowns cau-
not fail to see that on everv hand there
are peorle putling costly advertisements
in the papers and by means of pamphlets
{aking in the unwary and foolish and
gotting a large amount of money by emp-
tvine their poekets, and not only doing
that. but in many instances breaking
down reonle’s constitutions. It s
not a 't tao early for the introduetion
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of a measure fo deal with this particular
rlass of quacks, and T am pleased indeed
for this one reason alone that the member
for Bunbury has brought forward his Bill.
We way wish to get a litile humour ont
of the fact that a private Bill has heen
introduced, but L trust we ghall remove
what little joeularity we may have in our
minds and show what possible benefit it
way be put to and not close the session
withont doing some real good. I know
from personal knowledge that in the
town 1 eome from there is one particular
Hindoo who. before he engaged in the
so-called profession of genheral healer of
mankind, was engaged gathering bottles.

Mr. Taylor: He was only getiing
ready.

Mr. GREEN : Hon. members appear
to be in a jocular frame of mind. I trust
that whatever liberty they propose lo
exercise will not be used against the Bill,
whieh gives ns an opportnnity of doing
~ote good. This man I refer Lo could
not sign his name. Those of us who are
acquainted with the Hindoos know that a
large percentage of them are taught to
read and write in India, under a bene-
ficent Government; but this is one of
the most ignorant of his class, and to-day
lie is practising his co-called profession
in Kalgoorlie, trading on the ignorant,
and by some inscrutable means oceasion-
ally seeuring a certificate testifying to
his wonderful curative powers. There
were one or two things I had proposed
to say in regard to the Bill to-night, but
T see the temper of the Chamber is such
that wnembers are prepared only to eriti-
eise. I am satisfied those matters can
wait unlil we reach the Committee stage.
T honesily believe that it will be a real
mistake for this Chamber, merely because
a private member has brought in a Bill,
to treat it in a spirit of levity when we
¢an do a lot of good by passing the meas-
ure, I have pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I
think the hon. member who introduced
the Bill must be rather alarmed for its
safety after the remarks of the hon. mem-
bers opnesite, Tt does look, of course,
like aiming at a very close corporation.
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There are some exvellent clauses in the
measure, aud others which I am sure the
House will not agree to. For instance,
there is a provision tor restricting to those
who shall have been licensed under the
mea~ure the sale of patent medicines. I
take it the hon, member whe infroduced
the Bill knows thai if thai eclause weve
allowed to remain great hardsiip would
be worked. Under sueh a clause in towns
like Northam the chemists would he
the only men allowed to sell patent medi-
cines, and so would be able to pwt up
the priees. However, it is not so munch
that I fear we would not be able to get
patent medicines, as that the people of the
country would be denied the right to get
many nseful remedies which they now get
from the ordimary storekeeper. Tt is true
that sometimes ihey buy a dea! of rubbish
when purchasing patent medicives. If
the hon. member had sought to have patent
medicines approved by the Health De-
partment, and registered

Mr. Taylor: The Health Aet provides
for that now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, it does not.
As T say, if the hon. member had sought
to have these remedies analysed. and lo
make if necessary to gel a permit to sell
them, T would have heeu entively with
kim.

Hon. W. C, Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : The Health Bill of this year pro-
provides evervthing in regard to analyses.

Houn. J. MITCHELL: 1t simply pro-
vides for the printing on the l!abel of
the exaet contents of the package. There
is one well-known remedy of which the
patient is expected to consume two botiles
a week. at a cost of 23s5. According to
a recent publication, entitled, I believe,
Secrel Remedies, and published by some
organisation in England, as the rvesult of
costly inguiry, this particular remedy, the
reinil price of which is 23s. for the two
hottles, and which is supposed to be con-
sumed at the rate of two bottles a week,
costs the manufacturer only a few pence.
1 believe it is nothing more than a liitle
blaestone and water. If the hon. member
had soughi to have these remedies sub-
wilted to a close analysis, and to make
it impossible to sell sueh of these reme-
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dies as are practically useless, he wonld
have been doing a great good. 1 think
the storekeeper should be allowed fo sell
patent medieines, but only those which
ave admittedly useful. The provisions of
the Health Act should be very strietly
enforced. 1f the Honorary Minister
would see to it that each of the packages
disclosed clearly; and in a manner intelli-
gent (o the ordinary person, ihe exaet
nature of lhe contents of these paient
medicines, 1 venfure to say their sale
would not be as greal as it is lo-day.
Whilst I agree that none but a qualified
chemist should dispense medicines, [ am
not prepared to fall in with the sugges-
tion that none but a registered man should
be a partner in a chemist’s business, Of
course it goes without saying that a man
who is not qualified shonld not be allowed
to confrol the business, the dispensing
and selling of drngs, but otherwise I
should say that a man should be encour-
aged (o put his money into the concern.
The member for Subiaco agrees with we
there, although he does not agree that
privale capital should be put into the
business, whatever he may mean hy that.
However, I hope when we come to that
clanse the Commiitee will insist that any
person who desives to invest woney in a
chewmisi’s business shall be al liberty to
do so. 1 agree with the member for Bun-
bury that the lay partner of a qualified
man should not be allowed to dispense
drugs. Under the existing Act, I am told,
a chemist can have twenty assistants, none
of whom need be registered, so long as
they dispense uuder his immediate snper-
vision, T believe that is likely to be far
more harmful than the proposed partner-
ship which this Bill so carefully provides
against, We are asked to set up u huge
monopoly. The mewber tor Subiaco says
he would not mind agreeing to this parii-
cular clauvse if he could safeguard the
small chemist; I faney that the man
who conducts his own shop and dispenses
his own medicine will always be able to
hold his own against bigger firms. It is
contended by the member for Bunbury
that great harm might vesult if a big
firm were io be established in Perth and

did not seruple to sell inferior drugs. I
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believe it is essential that people who
take a doctor’s prescription to the chemist
should get exactly what is ordered in that
prescription. There have been cases, of
course, where this has not been done.
Whilst we take iofinite eare to prevent
the sale of adulterated whisky, we take
no care that the chemist shall dispense
in accordance with the doctor’s preserip-
tion. It is provided in the Bill that the
doctor may dispense his own medicine,
but that he cannoi do more than that.
That, 1 believe, is altogether a wrong pro-
vision. Then there is another provision
which says that the council may fix fees
to be paid by those who obtain licenses
for the sale of patent proprietary medi-
cines. This is a matter which should not
be left to the council, who could set up
prohibitive fees. Then, too, when it
comes to the form of license to he issned,
I think the House should insist upon
knowing just what was to be proposed,
in fact, I think we should determine the
form of license to be used. I hope the
storekeeper will not have to pay for a
license, will not even have to apply Ffor
a license. If the hon. member wishes to
restrict the sale of drugs, and io ensure
that only saperior drugs shall be used, it
would be very much hetter it he aecepted
my suggestion and provided in the Bill
that only drugs of a wuseful character
should be sold.

Mr. B. J. Stohbs: That is ountside_the
provinee of this Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not think
s0. The Bill is fairly far-reaching. While
it is intended to restrict a number of
those not qualified—and I agree with that
proposal becavse it is monstrous that be-
canse a man comes from a foreign coun-
try he can set up and do something that
no Australian would dare fo attempt
still T think 1t will set ap a close corpora-
tion and that the hon. member is asking
too much. While I am willing to do some-
thing in the way of restrieting the op-
portunity of these men to whom I have
referred, T am not prepared to vote for
many of the clauses of the Bill. If the
hon. member insists on all the clauses
with the exception of Clanse 11, T think
members will be wise in voting against
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the second reading. This, of course, will
not be done and in Committee we will bave
an opportanity of improving the mensure
and making it useful. In the meantime
I protest against any attempt to restrist
the usefulness of the country storekeeper
such as is attempted by this measure. The
member for Bunhury (Mr. Thomas)
should know that in such a country as
this it is impossible that many medicil
men can be made available to country
settlers, or that ehemists ean reach thewm
all. For that reason 1 hope the Commit-
tee will insist that country slorekeepers
should have all the privileges they now
enjoy in the matter of selling patent medi-
¢ines,

Hon, H. B. LEFROY (Moore) : Whilst
agreeing that it is most desiralle to )re-
vent inecompetent persons from practising
any profession and move particularly that
of a chemist, where the life of an indi-
vidual may be in danger, at the same time
there are provisions in the Bill which will
inflict a very great hardship upon people
living in the backblocks. Many working
men away from towns depend entirely
for medicine on these so-called pafent
medicines, and many of them perhaps
have saved lives in the far-back places.
This Bill is designed to prevent the sale,
by any person other than a chemist or
medical praectitioner, of any nedicine or
drog. A storekceper ecould not even sell
Epsom salts or castor-oil, two of the most
wholesome medicines. Although T do not
think members generally are ont of sym-
pathy with the desire to protect the pro-
fession of the chemist and make it as
efficient as possible, T hope the member
for Bunbury will realise that there ave
provisions whieh will inflict great hard-
ship on the back country places.

Mr. Thomas: That clanse
altered.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: T was sorry I
was not in the House when the hon.
member introduced the measure, but I
think it my duty to rise and express my
views in regard to the provisions of the
Bill. T recognise that a grocer or anyone
ean sell patent medicines if he obtains a
Jicense, bui there may be a great difii-
culty in obtaining a license and the power

will bhe
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of granting licenses is entirely at the dis-
cretion of the pharmaceutical council. I
am suore the working man in the back
blocks will not thank the hon. member
for preventing them from getting a box
of Cockle’s pills, a bottle of eastor oil,
or some Epsom salts, painkiller, or chlo-
rodine, which are very usefnl medicines
in eertain cases, and in many country
places have probably saved people’s lives.
I hope that in Committee the hon., mem-
ber will listen to these objections. I am
sure he does not desire to work any hard-
ship. In so far as the object of the Bill
is to prevent unqualified persons from
practising as chemists, I am enfirely in
accord with him. At the same time I
hope the Bill will not go beyond that ana
prevent the sale of certain medicines in
country disiricis by persons other than
chemists.

Mr. Thomas: Any storekeeper five
miles from a chemist ean get a poisons
license.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The hon. mem-
ber should allow the Bill to be amended
in Committee. At any rate I hope it
will not be allowed to inflict the hardship
it is likely te in its present form as re-
gards the back couniry distriets.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
‘With tbe desire of the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas) to knock ont the
quaeks I think every member of the
House agrees, but I think the Bill has
three fanlts which probably can be put
right in Committee.  One was pointed
ont by the members for Subiaco and Nor-
tham. There are many ocecasions on which
persons start in business in which they
have had experience and they ean find
friends {o advance the funds in order to
allow them to become sleeping partners.

Mr. Thomas: They can be provided for
by a morigage.

Mr. GEORGE: No, they cannot. A
person going into bnsiness has to take his
share of the losses a well as the profits.
It should be distinetly laid down that
whoever has to mix up medicines or sell
them shall be a qualified chemist, but
there is no reason why a qualified chemist
should not have a partner who is not
qualified. Another point is with regard
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to storekeepers who wished to sell pro-
prietary medicings. The member for
Bunbury stated that he would alter that
clause, There is one thing I would have
liked to have seen in connection with this
Bill. There are so many proprietary
medicines offered for whiech people pay
large sums of money and the medicines
are absolutely rotten. They do them no
good and in many instandes may do them
harm. The pharmaceutical society, com-
prising qualified men who know their
business, would be looking after the in-
terests of their elienis if they formmulated
a scheme whereby the Government conld
put a stop to the selling of medicines of
this sort,

Mr. Thomas: 1 only wish we could do
S0,

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. member
cannot do it I cannot help him, but there
is a great number of medicines purchased
in the timber areas, and on ihe mines,
and in the back blocks, which ave really
of nu use to the people unless it may be
that they have faith in them.

Mr. Thomas: If I introduce that, mem-
bers will say T am seeking a further
monopoly.

Mr, GEORGE : No man has introduced
any veform without being aecused of ul-
terior motives and the hon. member can-
not expect to esecape. There is one elause
that no person otker than a medieal prac-
titioner ean eompound for sale certain
things, provided that the seetion shall not
be construed to prevent the sale of medi-
eines which do not eontain any of the
poisons mentioned in the fifth schedule.
That schedule contains the names of half
a dozen drugs which are supposed to
raake their appearance in almost every
patent medicine sold, so that although the
clanse relating to storekeepers is to be
improved, the one preceding it will also
need ottention, or the point to which
members are taking exception will not be
overcome, 1 hope the hon, member will
see if he cannot make these two clauses
fit together. The member for East Perth
{Mr. Lander) made a reference to a num-
ber of medicines used in veterinary prac-
tice and thought it would be possible for
people to use them. The very elause from
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which he has gained that impression lays
down that these are preparations which
are used on persons.

Mr. Lander: Are not opium tabloids
snitable for persons?

Mr. GEORGE: The tabloids the hon.
member has in mind would not be ob-
tained for use on persons, but animals,
and if any person obtfaining them for
dealing with animals was so foolish as
to attempt to use them on human beings,
ke would render himself under another
Act liable to severe penalties. If the
passing of this Bill in a modified form
will deal with these quacks who prey on
the credulity of some persons and drain
their pockets, without doing them any
good, it will be a benefit.

On motion by Mr. Heitmann, debate
adjourned.

BILL—MONEY LENDERS.
Second Reading.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bil
which, from the faet of its being the sub-
jeet maiter of legislation in most of the
other Slates, and its general utility, will
not take very long {o introdunce, hecause
I take it thai the measure will eommend
itself to the good sense and reason of
members of this Honse. As the name
implies, the Bill deals with money lenders
and money lending. The historv of the
English law regarding money lending
is that in early times canonical regula-
{ions prohibited interest being charged
in transactions between Christians, andthe
consequence was all the money lending
business fell into the hands of somehody
else. Subsequently, however, an altera-
tion was made, I think in the Tuodor
times, by which ecertain interest was al-
lowed to be charged, and from time to
time the fixed rate was altered. About
the time of Charles II. the rate was
fixed at six per cenf, and some years
later at five. But diffienlties arose in
England, and the consequence was
that a special commission was ap-
pointed about 1850, and as the re-
salt of the report of that ecommis-
sion an Aet was passed which abolished
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all usury siatutes previously existing. As
members of this House are no doubt
aware, when a colony*is being established
people who take part in the establish-
ment of that colouy take with them as
part of the law of the colony all the
laws of general interest obtaining in the
home land. When Western Australia
was established in 1829, certain usury
Jaws existed in England, and the colon-
ists brought these laws out with them.
The Act passed in England in 1554
abolishing the usury laws was not passed
here, and as a consequence a measure
was passed in Western Australia in 1866
entitled, “An Ordinance to prevent
doubts as to the applications of the stat-
utes of Usury and to limit and define
the rate of interest whick may be re-
covered in cases where it hath not been
previously agreed on between the par-
ties.” Under that Aet all the laws
hitherto in foree relating lo usury were
abolished, and a rate was fixed at 10
per cent., which was the rate to rule
when no other rate had been fixed by
agreement. On our statute-book that is
the enly law we have at the present
time. In England, however, they found
that the repeal of the usury Aects oper-
ated so harshly as regards the borrowers
and othgrs situated in straitened
civeumstances that as the ontcome of
a Royal Commission in 1900 the Money
Lenders’ Act was passed. This Aet is
incorporated wholly in the Bill before
the Chamber, and there are certain ad-
ditions taken from the legislation of
other places. In New Sonth Wales, Vie-
toria, South Australia, and New Zealand
we find Money Lenders Acis on the same
or on similar lines to the one whieh T
am introdoeing, and in view of the fact
that all these States have seen fit to
adopt measures dealing with money lend-
ers and vegulating the conditions under
which money ean be lent, I think it is
high time that we should not any longer
lag behind our brothers in the Eastern
States, and that we should. bring our
legislation in this particular up to date
In other couniries, too, we find Acls
passed regulating the interest that may
be charged on commercial and oiher
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transactions. In Uermany the commer-
cial code fixes the rate of interest on
commereial transactions at 5 per cent.
In Trance on ordinary loans ihe rate
is 5 per cent., and on commercial loans
6 per cent. In America almost every
State has a certain legal vate fixed, and
when mention is not made of inferest
this legal rate ia to be charged. 'The
Bill before the House does nol direetly
affect any existing legislation, hut it
does of eourse indirvectly.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Does it affect banks
indireetly?

Mr. DWYER: No, and [ am glad
to see the hon. member is showing some
consideralion for the banking institn-
tions. He may, however, set his mind
at rest, beeause they are ouiside the pro-
visions of this Bill, being already fthe
subject of special legislation, A money
lender is defined in the Bill as a person
whose business is that of money lending
or who advertises or announces himself
28 a money lender, or any person or any
body corporate that charges miore than
10 per cent. per annum for any money
lent. The iuterpretation of interest in-
eludes also sums of money paid hy way
of bonus, commission, or security as guar-
antee for a loan, and as it has heen
thought fit to fix 10 per cent. in New
Zealand, T considered ihat it would he
a fair amount io allow in this State. The
resull of the fixing of- the rate is that if
a person lends money at a higher rate
than 10 per ceni. then that person be-
comes a money lender within the mean-
ing of this Bill. 1f the ameunt is noder
ten per cent. the person. unless he comes
otherwise within the definition of money
lender, will be exempt from the
provisions of the measure. There are
certain persons also specifteally exempted
from the Bill. These are licensed pawn-
PI'OI(GI‘S and friendly societies, banks, and
msuranee companies, and also corpora-
tions_ which may be exempted from iime
to time by notification in the Govern-
ment Gacette.  These are exempted not
fo mueh perhaps beeause they oughl to
be exempted, bul simply because they are
the subject of independent lesislation.
‘and T do not think it advisable when
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special legislation las been introduced
and is in existence Jdealing wilh special
objeets or peeuliar phases ot our social
life, ihar this Bill shonld incerporate
those institutions,  Personally T think
our legislation dealing with (lese snbjects
badly requires revision and amemlment.
For instance. in the Pawnbrokers et
there is no limit fixed for interest, In
some .of the other States the hmit is
fixed, but here we allow the pawnbroker
to charze what he likes. No douhbt these
Acts will come on for revision in ne
course, if the present Government remain
in power, as 1 believe they will. There
is provision made in this Bill, and it is
also in the English Aei thaf where money
fas heen lent by a monev lender, and
that money lender has recourse to the
court to recover the amount he has
lent

Mr. Monger: T desire to call attention
to the state of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is a quorum
present.

Mr, DWYER: I was about to say that
the court ean reopen the whole transae-
tion, and notwithstanding any settlement
of accounts or any agreement which may
have been made hetween the parties, it
can relieve the person sued {rom liability
to what extent it may deem fit, but in
doing so # will not work any injustice

becanse it will take into aceount the
risks incurred in lending money to
the borrower. Then the court has

the further power that if it considers that
anylhing by way of inferest has heen
paid in excess of what was fair and
rensonahle, it can order that amount to
he refunded. Another provision gives to
the persou who borrows the power to
approach the court fo annul the transae-
tion under whieh he was compelled to
have recourse to the money lender. This
of ronrse s subject to a certain limitation
of time. TUnder the Bill third persons
are prodected.  If a third person obtains
possession of any security connected with
the loan and if that person aeted in good
faith he is protected and is entitled to be
indemnified by the money lender. There
is also provision that in the event of a_
horrower hecoming bankrupt, ihe hank-



2466

ruptey court is given power to reopen the
transaction and inquire into the full par-
ticnlars thereof and order if necessary
the refund of any portion of the money
borrowed as thongh the matter had been
the snbject of an action at law. Anyone
who charges ten per cent. comes within
the meaning of the Bill. That does not,
however, prevent the lender charging
more, but it will be for the court.to say
whether the amount was reasonable and
fair considering all the éireumstances and
the risk the lender ran.

Mr. Green: Why not limit the rate as
they do in America?

Mr. DWYER: I would prefer to leave
it to the court. If persons lend money
on transactions that are risky they may
justly ask for more than ten per cent.
On the other hand where the lender gets
a reasonable amount of security from the
horrower, ten per cent. is a fair amount
to charge as a maximum. Another clause
in the Bill provides that persons carry-
ing on the business of money lend-
ers must be registered in their own
name and also in any name in
which they carry on their business,
because many of them carry on business
under a fictitions name. Subsequently
when this Bill reaches the Committee
stage. T shall propose an addition to that
clause to provide that people who are
money lenders within the meaning of the
measure shall not be allowed to add the
naiee or term “bank,” or hold themselves
ont asx conducting a banking business in
any way.

Mr. A. E. Piesse: If they charge less
than ten per eent. they ean do that.

Mr. DWYER: Tf they charge less
than ten per cent., except meney lending
is their business, they are not money
lenders within the meaning of the Bill,

My, A, E. Piesse: They can still frade
under the name of a hank.

Mr, DWYER : Oh, yes. The Bill deals
with a person whose business is that of
a money lender. and also with persons
who lend oul inoney ul a greater rate
than 10 per cent. If a person lends
money at § per ceat., is a money lender by
profession he must be registered, but any-
one who lends money at over 10 per cent.
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is by that very fact a money Iender, and
he too must register. Another important
portion of this Bill is to the effect that
if the lender is tendered a reasonable

smn for expenses he must furnish the
borrower with a copy of any documents
relating to the loan or any seearity there-
for. Irequently members of the legal
profession have unfortunate borrowers
consulting them in regard to certain
transactions, and they find those persons
deprived of every shred of documentary
evidence, but under this Bill the lender
will have to furnish the borrower with a
eopy of any documents relating to the
transaction.  The penalty provided for
a money lender who does not reg-
ister is the same as that fixed in the
English Aet, which is for the first offence
£100, and for the second offence a similar
fine or imprigonment for three months,
whilst, in the case of a corporation, the
peralty iz a fine not exceeding £500.
Then the usual power is given to the
Governor i Couneil to frame regulations
to deal with the registration of money
lenders, the necessary forms to he
adopted, and the fees aud fines which
have to be paid fuor or in con-
neefion with registration and the ve-
newal of remstration. There is an-
other provision to which I wish to draw
attention. Tt is frequently found by bor-
rowers who unfortunately have had re-
conrse to moley lenders from time to
time—and it is seen in advertise-
ments ion the ©public Press—that
money is lent at the rate of five per
cent., but it is never stated whether the
5 per cent. is per annum, per month,
or por week, and the unfortunate hor-
rower finds that instead of paying 10
per cent. or five per cent. per annum as
he thought, he has to pay that rate per
month; consequently, he is gulled into
signing doeuments in which be commits
himself to paying more interest than he
intended to. The Bill therefore provides .
that whenever the interest is by terms
of any written or printed contract—
made payable at a rate or percentage
per day, week, or montl, or at any rate
or percentage for any period less than
a vear, no interest exceeding the rate
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or percentage of ten pounds per cen-
tum per aznnum shall be chargeable,
payable, recoverable, or enforceable
on avy part of the principal money
unless the contract containg an express
statement of the total amount of in-
terest paid or to be paid or of the
yearly rate or percentage of interest
to which such other rate or percent-
age is equivalent.
If any money is paid in excess of that,
it may be recovered under the provisions
of the measure. Another clause requires
that where any money is lent at a rate
exceeding 10 per cent.—and as I have
explained before, if the transaction is a
risky one, the person may be held by the
court to be entitled to charge more than
10 per ceui.—then duplicates of all doecu-
ments or sufficient memoranda must be
supplied by the lender to the borrower.
This will, of course, enable the borrower
latcr on to obtain proper professional
advice as regards his liabilities under
any contract, and that advice is fre-
quently very useful, notwithstanding
what the member for Pilbara (Mr.

Underwood} may think about these
things.
Mr. Green : Is there no limitation ¢

Mr. DWYER: There is no attempt
made in the Bill to fix an actval limit
exeapt that the court may say what is
just and fair, after looking at the whole
of the eireumstanees.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You will want
a lot more lawyers if this Bill is passed.

Mr. DWYER: It is not a Bill to as-
sist lawyers, but to assist unfortunate
horrowers.

Hon. Frank Wilson : And incident-
ally to create business for the lawyers.

Mr. DWYER : The Bill will stop the
nefarions actions of some money lenders
and I hope the leader of the Opposition
will applaud any measure which has that
for its object, There is another provision
which limits the charge for obtaining
or guaranieeing a loan. I understand
that it is customary, when a loan is
obtained, for the person who obtains it to
charge what is called s proeuration fee,
which according to the Chamber of Com-
merce rates existing here dees not ex-
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ceed one per cent. If I had been consult-
ing the interests of the lawyers, as the
leader of the Opposition seems to sug-
gest, agzain thinking that other persons

‘are tarred with his own paint, I would

probably have cnt ocut that provision al-
together, because there is no doubt that
lawyers benefit very largely from pro-
curation fees, but I have placed a limit
on the fees.

Hon. Frank Wilson : But vou have
made it lwo per cent.; that is doubling
it

Mr. DWYER : But that is an abso-
lute lmit, and ineludes all charges for
procuration and guaranteeing. In Vie-
toria the limit is 10 per cent. But if
the hon. member wishes to further reduce
the limit I will have no ohjection. If the
honr. member will consult his friends in
the Terrace they will tell him what is a
fair thing.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Where is your
office; in Aurray strect ?

Mr. DWYER: The hon, member inows
more about Murray-street than I have
ever heard. If more than two per cent.
is charged the borrower may recover the
amount. Another clause is that all loans
purporting to be loans of money must
be made in cash or by bankers’ uotes;
they cannot be made by delivery of goods,
and so evade the Act, exeept that, of
course, there is a proviso exempting the
discount of hills of exchange and promis-
sory notes. Finally account is taken of
certain unconseionable transactions which
are sometimes entered into by money
lenders with expectant heirs. All these,
to have legal force, must he witnessed by
a resident magistrate or a clerk of a loecal
court or police court, and the whole
transactions explained to the party who is
parting with his patrimony; otherwize the
contract is null and void. In this vespeet
I may say that the eourts of the present
day are open (o relieve expeetani heirs
and persons under disabilities from the
effects of similar transactions, and this
clause does not interfere with the powars
of the court in that respect. I trust hon.
members will give kindly consideration to
this Bill which T place before them in
the interests of the community generally.
I think we have come to a stage of our
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politieal and economie eareer when it is
neeessary to have legislation of this sort.
In my own experience I have had several
harsh transactions in regard to money
lending brought under my observation,
and because of that, amongst other
reasons, 1 have introduced this Bill, and
placed it before hon, members for their
consideration and attention. There is ro
clause in it which cannot he defended or
which is unnecessary. Every clause for
the protection of the people who are in
needy circumstances requires {o be re-
tained in the Bill, and so far as it eun
be done in a measure of (his kind their
interests are looked afier, I have pleasure
in moving—
That the Bill be now read a second
itme,
On motion by Hon, J. Mitchell, debatle
adjourned.

BILL — COAL INSPECTION
DEVELOPMENT,.
Second Reacding.
Mr. A, A, WILSON (Collie) in moving
the second reading said: In moving the
second reading of this Bill T do sn with
the desire of serving the best inlerests of
the Collie coal industey. 1t is over twelve
vears since Collie coal was put on  (be
marker, bul up to the present tiune no
inspeetion has heen made for private or
bunkering irade. During that time an
enormous quantity of shale and dirt has
been sent out wiith {he conl, and has dore
an enormous mwmount of injury to the
bunkering trade. Two vears ago 1 drew
aftention 1o an instance of dirt being
sent. away in coal, and on that oecasion
I said--

I make this charge that [ can take
any nominee of the Mines Departmunt
lo where the roof and lhe shale were
absolutely blasted down to the floor and
sent away to the ships as coal, and T
stand on my privilege as a member of
the House in saving it.

The Minister for Mines: What mine
was that?

AND

Mr. A. A, WILSOXN: The Cardiff
mine. They ahsolutely shot the shale

from the rools in the old bords and
then filled the stuff into the trueks tley
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sent away to the boats for coal. 'Chat
was killing thz goose that lays the
golden eggs. Any eompany that sends
away inferior stoff will not get eus-
tomers. No customner will come back to-
a mine that sapplies bad coal.

Mr. George: Who is inspeecting it?

Mr. A, A, WILSON: The troubdle is
there is no inspector for other than
Government esal,

1 further said a few weeks afterwards- -

With regard to the inspection of coal
1 bave already referred to the matter,
and expressed the opinion that a con-
pany which supplies inferior eoal or
dirt to any oversea vessel, or for bunk-
ering. in my opinion should have their
leases taken away frem them by the
Goverumenf irrespective of what harin
it might do ihat company.

At that time I offered to take a repre-
sentative of the Government to where the
roof had been blown down and sent away
in ships. 1 had a plan of a certain mine
showing a number of places wheve the
roof was shot down. It is not necessary
for me to name the mine. 1 merely wish
to substantiate my statement that at the
present fime I can lake any nominee of
the Government and show him where the
roof of (he mine was shot down. That
was during the Neweastle strike. At that
time the Minister for Mines (Mr.
Gregory) was aware lhat this class of
coal was being senl away, and he ex-
pressed it in several minntes pui on the

file. On the 28th February, 1910, Mr.
Gregory wrote to the Secretary for
Mines—

Tt has been reporied to me Lhat in
the old workings of the mins
they have been howiug down the roof
to supply coal for bunkering purposes.
T shonld imagine this would have the
effect ot making these workings danger-
ous. [“nder any circumstances it means
the sale of an inferior coal, and might
possibly do a great deal towards do-
stroying our bunkering trade, 1 should
be pleased if the State Mining Engineer
wonld bave an intimation drafied {or
me notifving thai, if requested, the
Government would have all coal eerti-
fied as screened aud clean, and similar
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lv that supplied to our railways. (Sgd.}
H. Gregory, Minister for Mines,
Mr. Monigumery, 1the State Mining in-
gineer. wrole to the Under Secretary for
Mines— :
A ealler from Collie, who 15 in a
position to know what he is alking
about, assured me on Baturday lasl
that some of the mines were doing greai
harm to the Collie export irade by
sending away a great deal of stone and
dirt in their eoal. Aeccording to his
description the dark rock over the seam
had been shot down four feet in height
and allowed to go with the eoal. Great
care is said to be tauken that the Gov-
ernment ccal orders are filled with
elean coal, the rubbish being sent for
export. Do yon know of any legal
powers existing whereby the depart-
ment ¢ould intervene to check any such
nefarious and suicidal practice?  If
true, the people whe are doing it are
aiming a deadly blow at Collie’s future
export trade.
There are about a dozen letters on b
file, all alout the mferior coal, but 1
would vefer (v a leiter from Sir Newton
Moore, the then I'remier of the Siaie,

with vegard fo the divty coal. He wrole
to the Acting Premier—
(At sea, nearinzg Bombay), 18th

February, 1910. Dear Wilson,—As you
are aware, we have already discusserl
the necessity of making some arrange-
ments for the inspeclion of Collie eoal,
and T am more thau ever anxious that
this matter should be taken up. §t has
been brought more foreibly bhefore me
in view of {he faet that a couple of
dayvs hefore avriving at Colombo the
coal bunkers took fire, and were afire
up to the time of leaving that port.
From what T can gather from the chiel
engineer the trouble has been eaused by
the last 100 tons of eonl taken on hoard
at l'remanile. The arrangement that
we suggested, namely, baving the coal
regularly inspected, and that persons
buying from companies who have not
had their prodnee inspected by the
Government officials shonld rake their
own risk, should aboui meel the enase.
I expect to reach Bombay this evening.
In haste, Yours faithfully, (Sgd) N.
J. Moore.
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Mr. Frank Wilson was also aware of the

dirty coal, and he wrote the following

ninute to the Minister for Mines:—
Attached please see letter from Mr.

Moore. The 100 tons of eoal referred

to by him was rubbish, and I myself

personally drew the attention of the
agent fo the fact that it was likely to
cause a fire. 'With reference to our
conversation, 1 should be glad if you
would kindly take steps to uotify the
mines and the shipping agenls that
when requested your department is pre-
pared to see that best screened eoal is
supplied in fulfilment of orders for
such. T take it that the fee need only
be pominal.—(Sgd.) F. W, Aecting

Premier.

I read these letters to show that the Gov-
ernment of that day were aware that dicty
coal had been sent from the mines. I
liave contended, and always will, that any
company selling inferior coal or putting
it on the market and selling il to the
steamers should he wiped off the faee of
the earth.

Mr. Mouger: [ do not wish to carry any
unfair interprelation of the remarkssthat
have been made hy the member for Callie,
but when lie made a statement

Mr. SPEAKER : The lion. member must
resume his seal unless he is rising to a
point of order.

Mr. Monger: T am rising to a point of
arder becaunse the member for Collie is
retlecting on the remarks and the eom-
munieations and reports of hon. members
or the Agent General.

Mr, SPLEAKER: The hon. member
mmst resume his seat. There i1s no point
of order.

Mr, A, A, WILSON: My intention in
quoting these leifers was lo substaniiate
my argmuent in regard to what had heen
done. T will go no further. At present
therve is Government inspeection of timber
leaving the country., 1 have before me
a copyv of the Timber Regunlations, which
say {hat Limber for export must be in-
specied and lhat a certificate most bhe
miven by the inspeetor that such timber
has been inspected. Many of the fires
that have taken place have been cansed
no doubt from inferior coal that has been
sent: smalls and shale practically have
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caused spontaneous combusiion; and it
is to avoid this danger thai I am chiefly
concerned in bringing this Bill before the
House. I have provided for a surtax of
one halfpenny a ton that will more
than exceed the cost of inspection, and
will be charged on every ton of coal raised
in the State, whether Government ¢oal or
private eoal. On a quarter of a million
tons of coal it will mean over £500,
which will be sufficient for two inspee-
tore. One inspeetor along with the Gov-
ernment inspeetor at the present time
would more than do fihe inspeetion. I
have also made a suggesiion in the Bill
thal the by-produets, such as nuts, smalls
and duffs sereened from the large coal,
could be utilised and made into briquettes,
coalite, etcetera. I have been informed
by many members of the House that they
cannot get Collie coal delivered in Perth
at less than 3s. a bundredweight.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes they can.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: It should be de-
livered at less, but I am informed by mem-
bers that it costs them 3s. a bhundred-
weight.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is more
than a bundredweight in a bag.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: The weight of a
bag is about a hundredweight. Even if
there were two hundredweight in the bag
it is too much to pay for the coal. Al the
pit’s mouth the coal costs 10s. or 11s. a
ton, and Collie coal should be delivered
in Perth at not more than 30s. a ton.

Mr. Monger: Where?

Mr. A. A. WILSON: To the house-
holder, that would be 1s. 6d. a bundred-
weight instead of 3s. There are hundreds
of tons of small coal which counld be util-
ised in hbriquettes or coalite, and it is
the intention of the Bill to have some
tests made to see whether this small coal
can be utilised. Test samples should he
gent home to the old country and Germany
to see whether satisfactory briquettes or
coalite can be made. I believe one com-
pany has spent thousands of pounds in
endeavonring to make briquettes, but I
am of the opinion -tbat the money was
spent foolishly. The machinery was put
up first and foremost with no idea of the
value of the coal they intended to treat.
I do not intend to delay the Bill. It is

[ASSEMBLY.]

designed to do honest trade with the peo-
ple who come to our shores for coal, and I
€an See no reason why any honest man or
company should oppose it at any siage
in this House. I have much pleasure in
moving—
That the Bill be now read o seecond

time. )

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt, Margaret) : I second
the motion.

Mr. MONGER (York): This is the
first opportunity I have had to ques-
tion the member for Coolgardie on
the floor of the House in regard to
a matter in which he took a very promin-
ent part last Parliament, and I wonld
be wanting in my position if I were not
fo take exception to the attitnde he ad-
opted through the whole of the series of
debates in counection with the watter I
am now referring to, In Janunary of last
year he was the cause of eriticising a
measure introduced by lhe Governmeut
of the day, and while bis attitude has
been challenged on many occasions he
has never heen in the Chamber to take
his place in reply to the remarks that
have been made fromn Lhe QOpposition side
of the Chamber. Now fo-night he brings
forward a measure In regard to coal in-
spection and developroent which was the
purpose of the amendment or eritieism
he introduced to the railway Bill 1 am
now referring to, which occasioned con-
siderable debate and argument in the
House. To-night the member for Collie
(Mr. A. A Wilson) asks that cer-
tain privileges be given in regard
to coal inspection, and for the ad-
vancement of the Collie coal trade.
This is the first opportunity I have
had of asking him for an explana-
tion as to what his intentions were when
referring to the particular railway pro-
position of which I have made mention.
Why I refer to this more particalarly
is that I want to impress it on the minds
of the remnants of the Government sit-
ting opposite to me this evening, and to
know why they have placed it at the
bottom of the list in another plaee, and
why they do not have it discussed and
let us know what their intentions are.
T want to know whether it is the desire
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of those gentlemen to attempt to shelve
the motion which is before another place.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
- out of order. I have given the hon. mem-
ber a considerable amount of time to get
to the question.

Mr. MONGER: Whilst speaking on
this Coal Inspection and Development
Bill T may say I have been one of those
who bave always held out the kindest
hand imaginable in regard to the develop-
ment of our Collie coal industry. When
the agrienltural eentres were more than
anxious that one class of coal. namely,
that from another State, should be ex-
clusively used on the agrienltoral rail-
ways, [ always went in an opposite diree-
tion, and if anyone has done his best to
develop the coal industry of Western
Australia it has been myself. But I have
not had a reciprocal feeling from even
my friend, the member for Collie (Mr.
A. A. Wilson), nor have I had a recip-
rocal feeling from those who desire to
advance the best interests of agrienlture
in Western Australia. I have often been
censured for the kindly feeling [ have
exlended towards Collie eoal. YWhen the
member for Collie {(Mr. A. A. Wilson)
made a certain statement, as recorded in
Hansard, in regard to the railway pro-
position

Mr. SPEAKER:
must discuss the Bill.

Mr. MONGER: I am diseussing the
Coal Bill, Mr. Speaker, The whole atti-
tude taken up by the member for Collie
(Mr. A. A. Wilsoen) was in the inferests
of his coal proposition, which he has sub-
mitted to-night. I think you will agree
with me that T am absolutely in order in
referring to the remarks he made on a
previous oceasion, and even if I went so
far as to read the whole of lLis speech
and place onee more on the records of
Hansard the able and learned remarks
which emanated from the member for
Collie (Mr. A. A. Wilson) on that oc-
cagion:

Mr. McDowall: On a point of
order. The member for York {Mr, Mon-
ger) is alluding to a question discussed
8 session or two ago in regard to the

The hon. member

carrying of Collie coal on the propoesed
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Wickepin-Merredin Jine. Has it anything
to do with the present Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for
York (Mr. Monger) bhas not yet said
what he is aliuding to. I am waiting for
him to do so.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He would he a good
sparring partner.

My. MONGER: I understand we are
discussing the question of the Coal In-
spection and Development Bill, and I
say, with all due respect to the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Mc¢Dowall), T am
perfectly in order in referring to the re-
marks made by the member for Collie
{Mr. A. A. Wilson) when dealing with
a certain railway proposition. I am not
going to rvefer to that railway proposi-
tion any more than to point out that the
hon. wember made it one of the main
planks and platforms of the speech he
then delivered that he was desirous of
taking Collie coal o the goldfields by the
nearest route.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order. That reference has nothing
whatever to do with the Bill. I will ask
the hon. member to stick to the Bill,
otherwise T will have to ask him to re-
sume his seat.

Mr. MONGER: This is the first op-
portunity I have had of meeting the
member for Collie (Mr. A. A. Wilson)
on the floor of the House for the purpose
of asking him to give an explanation of
what he intended to convey when speak-
ing on the 18th Janunary, 1911, on a cer-
tain railway Bill. With these remarks
I will, upon your advice, Sir, resume
my seat,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
am sure that every hon. member will
credit the member for Collie (Mr. A. A.
Wilson) with the best intentions possible
in introdneing this measure, purporting
to provide for the inspection of coal sent
away from our local mines. It is quite
true that, ten or twelve years ago, or
perhaps later than that, in recent years,
much eoal of an inferior quality has been
sent away as bunkering coal. By that I
mean that on many oceasions shale has,
perhaps through neglect or misadventure,
found ifs way among the coal shipped,
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On the other hand I am also bonnd lo
admit that much inferior eoal was
shipped during the strike at Newcaslle,
as referred to by the hon. member, It
has, lwowever, to be borne in mind that
during times of (rouble we cannot get
fuel. Sleamers in every part of the world
have to be content with what is fortheom-
ing, even if it be the refuse heaps whieh
the hon. membher has referred to as hav-
ing been shipped on that oecasion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter): Some of it caught five within twen-
tv-tour hours.

Ton, FRANK WILSON: [ have seen
coal shipped in Eugland which caught
fire within twenty-fonr hours. When we
have a shortage of fuel it is reasonable
to suppose that ship masters and ship
owners will have to put up with an in-
ferior article, mach more inferior than
they would have to take at other times.
It is on such neeasions as these that these
big slack heaps in the old country are
got rid of. In the North of England,
on many oceasions when there has been
industrial trouble, big dumps have been
disposed of because better coal could not
be obtained, and fuel had to be obtained
somehow for the purpose of steamers and
industries in that part of the old eountry.
The same thing occurs here during strike
periods, ard T ean understand some steam-
ers getting slack pubt on board, perbap$
a little “small,” but mostly slack, and I
ean conceive that the agents of the steam-
ers, and perhaps the skipper himself,
knew full well that he was purchasing
this inferior stuff, but ecould not help
himself. If the eoal was sold as “large,”
then of comwe it was a reprehensible act
on the part of those who sold it, and cer-
tainly there should be some means of
panishing those who sell eoal for a ¢lass
whicli it is not. Bul we do not re-
quire to vestrict the power of any buyer
to purchase any coal that is produced
in our mines, so long as the purchaser
kuows what he is parchasing, Again, we
must proteet them from false descrip-
tions. But I am hardly satisfied that the
Bill will provide all that the hon. member
intends, He referred to the inspection

[ASSEMBLY.] i

of timber. Bui the c¢ases are hardly par-
allel, for timber is exported in large
quantities for use in permanent works.
It is not firewood which is being exported,
and I venture to think if we had an ex-
port trade in firewood from Western Aus-
tralia the hon. member would not deem
it necessary to have a special certificate
of inspeetion, so far as that firewood was
conceriied. DBeing exported tor uwse in
rermanent works, timber must of neees-
sity be of a sound character, properly ecut,

and of safliciently good gquality fo
pass an  ordinarvy inspection for the
works for which it is intended.

Bul large quaniities of timber are never-
the less sent away from Western Austra-
lia without such inspeetion. For instance,
all the small timber and scantlings ship-
ped to the Eastern States, New Zealand
and India and ofher portions of the world
require no inspection at all. This timber
is shipped, and sold, and purchased on
the inspection of the purchasers them-
selves, and so the question arises natur-
alty as to whether the elauses which the
hon. member has provided in this Bill
are absolutely necessary in the first plaee,
or will, if enforced, resull in a benefit to
the eoal trade which T admit he honestly
desires to achieve. First of all, let me
point out that in the case of timber in-
spection it has always been the custom
that those who purchase the {imber and
for whom it is heing inspected. pay the
charge for that inspection, excepting
where the Government mayv wish or un-
dertake the inspection of timber for the
Government in another portion of the
British Empire.  Buf where timher is
being shipped. at any rate to private con-
samers i1 other parts of the world and it
is neecessary Lhat it should be inspeected
prier to shipmenl. the cost of inspeetion
is borne by the purchaser. and it seems to
me. withont having considered this Bill
very earefullv up to the presevt, that to
call upon 1he mines to contribute one
halfpenny a fon on their output io pay
the inspectors and make experiments, as

the hon. member outlined. in {he shape
of hriquelte manufacturing. is placing a
burden an the industry which it should
not rizhily he called upon to hear. T£
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it is in the interests of the State to see
that this coal is properly inspected, as
the coal used on the State railways is
inspected from day lo day, 1 think it
would not be ont of the way to ask the
Government that the Mines Department
should provide that inspeetion without
loading the indusiry with the lraltpenny
a ton which the hon. member has ar-
ranged for in his Bill. The industry can
hardly be said 1o be in such a flourishing
aml profitable condition that it ecan
bear any additional cost of produe-
tion. and although it is a most valu-
able  industry to  the State gener-
ally, inasmueh as it provides a very
eonsiderable avenne of employment for
miners, inasmuch as it provides also an
assured supply of loeal fuel for our rail-
way system. inasmuch as it provides a
considerable revenue for our railway sys-
tem by the carriage of the ouiput of vur
mines to different parts of the State and
to sowme of our ports, vet I venture to
think that even the hon. member himself
will not argue that the industry is so pro-
fitable that it can afford to be burdened
even with this small impost which he pro-
poses to place npon it by this measure.
It seems to me that a Bill with a few
elauses to give the Government power to
issue reculations providing for the elassi-
fication of coal, and by that T mean not
what is set forth in this measure. but pro-
viding for the elassification of coal in re-
spect to the size of the sereens over which
the coal shall pass at a eertain angle for
screening purposes, and providing that
that eoal shall be sold on the elassifieation
gsot forth in the vegulations and only
under that classifieation, snhject to a pen-
allv, would pretty well achieve the object
which the hon. member is aiming at. Teo
sav that the mines must classify coal as
provided here, both as regards size and
calorifie value, and that everv mineowner
before he ean rell any conl whatsoever fo
a consamer, mnst have a certifieate thai
thal coal is as classified both as regards
size and calorific value. must be admitted
to he incompafrihle.

Me. AL A, Wilson: The Railway De
parinient have that now.
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IHon. FRANK WILSON: The Railway
Department specify a minimum ealorific
value and the size of the sereens.

Mr. A AL Wilson: And the size of the
lomps.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They give
a maximum size for the lumps whieh is
never adhered to. The hon. member does
not wish that the mineowners should have
to break up the eoal. hecanse as a ruie
purehasers like it as large as they can get
it. They demand that it sball pass over
a three-quarter inch sereen in ovder that
evervthing that passes through should Le
sold as small eoal or further reduced and
sold as muds and small eoal. That is all
that is necessary, and I think that is all
the hon. member is aiming at. Bat unfor-
tunately the Bill defines the coal as being
the size of the pieces and the ealorific
value, and later on there are more strin-
genl clauses which provide that wmine-
owners shall not selt coal unless it is ae-
companied by a certificate from an in-
speefor setting forth the class specified.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: That the coal is
true to name,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, and not
only certifying that it has passed over a
ceriain sereen, but also certifying that it
is clear from shale and rubbish, and that
it is of a certain ealorific value, We
cannot get any inspector to do that day
by day. The proprietors of the mines
could not do it. No one could do it with-
ont a lest,

Mr. A. A, Wilson: They could certily
that it is of not less than a certnin ealo-
rifie value,

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: Even thar
wonld be tmpiossible unless we had a mini-
mam ecalorific valne low enongh te mnake
certain that the coal was above that value.
If we made it anything approaching
10.200 or 10,300 1 venture to say the lhon.
member would not be able to certify tha
the conl which was being put ont frona
day to day was of that ealorifie value. [{
would he possible to certify only on the
actnal fests, and it would he impossible
to fest the voal as it was being despatched
from the mines day hy day. Again it
would he impossible for the inspector to
satisfy himself that the coal was actually
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of the class which it was purported *o
be sold at. I would not like to sell from
the mines in which I am interested aud
undertake the responsibility of declaring
that the coal sold to my customers is of
8 certain calorific value. I could say that
the test of the Railway Department for
the previous month had averaged a cer-
tain calorific value, but that is as far as
I eonld go. It changes——

Mr. A. A. Wilson: We can make thal
provision in Committee.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not think
the calorifie value ought to enter into if.
It should only be 2 guestion of sereening
the coal and providing that mineowners
must sell the coal in aceordance with the
terms—to be adopted by regulation—
which are understood in the trade, whiel
coal may either be ecertified as screened
eoal, and unmsereened coal, meaning coal
as it rises from the pit, all that passes
through the three-quarter serean being
small coal. If the last named is sereened
again, taking the slack coal ont, we have
nut ecal and the residue is slack. If we
say coal shall be sold under one or other
of these terms, and anyone supplying eoal
which is not what it purports to be shail
be subject to a penalty, the hon. member
will achieve his purpose just as he in-
tends to do by this measure if it is passed.
There is another point which I think the
hon. member has omitted to consider very
earefully, but which has caught my eye
this evening, and that is that no coal ean
be removed from a preseribed area until
it has been inspected. The hon. member,
as a practical miner, knows that all coal
must he pnt over the screens and direet
into the trucks. It eannot be dumped and
handled again profitably unless the mine
is equipped with very extensive hoppers.
It wonld be impossible to put the liability
upon the mineowner to see that all this
coal was inspected before it was removed
from the preseribed area.

"Mr. A. A. Wilson: The intention is
that the area should be of 10 or 20 acres,
and if the coal is of less than 9,000 it
would be prohibited from being taken
ont.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The bon.
member could not test an area of 20 acres
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and be sure that the calorific value he
got from the face wonid be the same
right through. The calorific value varies.
It would be necessary to put down &
numbetr of bores right through the area
and make a very large number of tesis
which would be very expensive indeed in
order to arrive at that conclusion. Why
should he prohibit a mineowner from sel-
ling a certain quantity of coal, even if it
be of only 9,000 British thermal units
value? Why should he prohihit me from
selling it so long as my customer knows
what he is buying?

Mr. A. A Wilson:
good coal.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Bat if it
suits my customer it is for him to say, so
long as I am not attempting to foist on
him an inferior article as a better article.
We would not be justified in legislating
in that direetion.

Hou. W, C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
tex): Not if that does injury to the
State?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can it?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Suppose a ship agent buys the coal
and it gives the State a bad name?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He must
buy the better quality next time. Tt is
possible to get the most inferior fue! and
the best in the world in the old conutry,
and no one would prohibit the sale of
the inferior if it swits the individual whe
buys it. Surely the hon. member will
not prevent us from selling the article
which we have!

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): We have to make our market.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We cannot
make our eoal. The Almighty has made
it for us, and surely the hon. memnber
will not prohibit awyone from selling it,
so long as he sells it for what it is!

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : But its sale would be detrimental
perhaps to the State.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, it conld
not be so long as the seller did not hide
the true natuve of the article. Would the
hon. member prohibit anyone from selling
timber from this State?

Beeanse it is not
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Hon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary Mini-
ster): I would, if it was bad.
"Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why does

not the hon, member do so? There
is a responsibility on the pur-
chaser as well as the seller, and

the hon. member would soon find that he
eould not sell an inferior article, for the
simple reason that the buyer would not
eome to him. There is nroteclion in that.
No one would send an inferior article
away if that would have the effect of kil-
ing his own trade. The coal trade has
never been killed by that. It was in-
jured to some extent at the time of the
strike,

Mv. B. J. Stubbs: There must be a
something to do with it

Hon. FRANE WILSON: You would

ot prevent the captain of a vessel pur-

chasing unseraened coal? T saw small eoal
being shipped ino a steamer the other
day, and I thonght that it might have been
sent down under the idea that it was other
coal, until I saw on the label that it was
bunker eoal. If it was labelled small coal
surely we would not prevent the caplain
of the vessel purchasing it so long as iz
knew what he was buying. The hon. mem-
ber for Collie does not want to do that.
His objeet is not to try lo prevent the
disposal of any class of coal if it can be
used. It is all the better for the State
if we can sell everything that comes
ont of the mine. The object is to prevent
it being sold as something it is not. When
I made inquiries about the small ecal to
which I have referred, I found that the
people knew what thev were purehasing.
They had found that the larger ecal was
too large for their shoots and they wanted
the smaller eoal and thought they would
trv the “smalls,” but they found it was
too small.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
special furnace.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : The bars are
required to be closer together. This Bill
will require a good deal of alteration in
Committee if it is to be passed. I am sym-
pathetie towards the hon. member for
Collie in his desire to see the trade kept
elean. The hon. member wants to see it
kept clean and preveat trickery and that

There must be a
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when the coal is sold after it has beer
properly sereened that the purchaser may
be assured he is geting that coal and
nothing but that conl. With that objeet
I am in perfeet sympathy, and I am pre-
pared to render the hon. member every
assistance to bring it about. With re-
gard to the cost of the inspection, 1
think that 33 a matier that the Gov-

ernment should be called upon to
take inlo their own hands, The
hon. member will also find that

many of the provisions of the Bill
are impracticable and that they will have
to be altered if the Bill is to have the
effect he desires, and if it is to hecome
o workable measure which will assist the
trade and not hamper it undaly. 1 do
not propose to oppose the second reading,
but in Committee no doubt we shall be
able to arrange for certain amendments
which will meet with the hon, member’s
approval and will make the measure
workable after it has become law,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. MeDowall)
took the Chair.]

BILL—GAME.

Second Reading.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) in
moving the second reading said: This
Bill has been on the Notice Paper of
the House for some considerable time,
and I am glad that I have now the
opportunity of placing its provisions
before hon. members. The Bill was
introduced in the Legislative Council
by Mr. Kingemill, and having passed
that Chamber it is presented to us for
our consideration and approval. The
measure was thorouphly thrashed out
in another place. Tt was not only
introduced there but was submitted
to a select committee of that House,
and that seleet committee proposed
certain amendments which were accepted
and after considersble discussion, the
Bill- was unanimously passed Ly the
Legislative Couneil. T am quite sure
hon. members of this House will agree
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with me that it is most desirable that
the State should not be denuded of
its native fauna, It is a remarkaeble
faet however that the only imported
animals and birds which have thrived
and muitiplied to any extent in the State
and, generally speaking, in Australia,
are those which have proved mischievous
and which have become pests. This
18 a peculinr fact, and for that reason
it may be more necessary that we should
endeavour as far as possible to protect
the native fauna of the country. It
is desirable slso that we should en-
deavour to protect animals and birds
in the country which may be of use
scientifically and economically to the
people, and for that reason hon. members
will welcome the Bill. The sources
from which it derives its origin will
be found in the mearginal notes, and &
good deal of it, I may say, is a recapit-
ulation of what exists in the present
statutes. The Bill is principally » con-
solidating measure, and hon. members,
if they turn to the schedule, will find
that it repeals four Acts of Parlinment,
which hove been on the statute-book
of the State, the original Act of 1892,
and the amending Acts up to 1911, The
Bill, having been so thoroughly discussed,
I am quite sure it will meet with the
sympathy of hon. members, and that
it will therefore not be necessary for
me to explain its provisions at any great
length. At the same time it introduces
gome new provigions which have been
congsidered necessary in the direction
of protecting the fauna of the country,
and also improving gane that may be
introduced. I might mention some of
the new provisions of the Bill. It is
proposed in Clause 8 to provide what
are called in Queensland sanctuaries,
and from this term hon. members will
naturally infer that the sanctuaries
are places which are to he set aside
and protected as safe breeding grounds
for birds and animals. Hon. members
will agree with me that this is a wise
provision, and they will agree with the
desirability of conserving the natural
fauna of the country. We have a very
interesting animal and bird life in Western
Australia, and we would be sorry to see
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the country deprived of that life, so
typical of the State itself in many ways.
Clause 10 provides a new departure.
Under this licenses will be required for
selling as well as for destroying game.
This is consideredt necessary in order to
prevent any infringement of the close
season. Hon. members will agree that
it is wise to, as far as possible, prevent
any infringement of the closc season,
and in order to arrive at that. one should
be ahle to locate the people who purchase
game. Consequently it is provided that
any person purchasing or selling game
shall procure a license. The license
fee will be very small, but it will be
sufficient to prevent an infringement
of the close season. 1ln (lause 15—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member is not supposed to deal with
the Bill clause by clause on the second
reading.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I most re-
spectfully subrmit that it has always
been usual on the second reading to
follow this course. The clauses must
be mentioned for the guidance of hon.,
members.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tt is
# ruling of the Speaker that the clanses
must not be referred to in the manner
the hon. membher is doing.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : That ruling
has not been adopted in other pluces.
However I shall endeavour to meet
with your wigshes. T may point out
to hon. members that, in eonnection
with this new departure, it is proposed
to appoint guardians, as is done in
Queensland, for the purpose ol seeing
that the measure is carried out. It
will be agreed that it is a wise provision
to try, if possible, to secure the services
of persons who will take more than or-
dinary interest in the protection of the
game of the country, and also to prevent
the wholesale exportation of game. It
is specially provided that no game shal
bhe exported from the State without
special permission from the Minister.s
That has been found necessary because,
owing to the fashion of the times, a
pecfect raid has been made on the bird
life of the country, and the country
has been denuded of the bheautifully



(16 Ocroser, 1912.]

plumed birds to satisfy those fashions.
We want to prevent a continuance of
that. It is proposed that the admin-
jstration of the Bill shall be offered to
the Acclimitisation Committee, & body
of gentlemen who take a particularly
active interest in the question of ac-
climitisation, and also in all questions
connected with animal and bird life,
and who, moreover, have a considerable
knowledge of the subject. Those are
the principal provistons of the Bill,
and a5 I have stated, it is generally a
recapitulation of what hes been em-
bhodied in the principal Acts which are
on the statute-book of the State. I
trust that hon. members will give favour-
able consideration to the Bill, and that
they will feel with me that it is bene-
ficial to the people of the State that
the natural fanna should be protected
as far as is possible. At this late hour
I do not desire to further delay hon.
members but I am pleased to have the
opportunity of introducing this Bill
to the House. Feeling sure that the
maintenance of the native fauna will
meet with the approval of hon. members
I have much pleasure in moving—
That the Bill be now read a second

time.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): I
second the motion.

On motion by Mr. Heitmann, debate
adjoarned.

BILL—TIMBER RAILWAYS AND
TRAMWAYS.
Second Reading.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) in moving
the second reading said : At this late
hour I do not propose to make very meny
observations in introducing this measure,
but in commending it to members of
thie Chember I desire to say that it has
been my intention for some years past
to introduce such a meagure as this,
but owing to the difficulty which private
members experience in getting such a
measure favourably before the House,
I did not persist in the ideas I entertained.
The Bill is a simple one containing only
five clauses, and its object is to facilitate
the carriage of goods and passengers
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over the timber lines throughout the
country. The Bill will apply to the
firewood tramlines on the goldfields,
as well as to the sawmill properties in
the South-West. Whether the measure
should apply to the firewood companies
on the pgoldfields I will not say, but
I will leave it to the members tepresenting
the firewood areas to give the House
their opinion on the point. Briefly
gtated, the position as it presents itself
to-day is this: Varicus concessionaires
have obtained the right to operate over
the whole of the Darling Ranges in the
South-Weat, and they have been so
operating for considerably over 30 years.
These various concessions and sawmill
permits have been taken wup under
certain regulations, and regulation 121
reads—

A timber lease shall authorise the
lessee to construct railways and tram-
waye on and throogh the area com-
prised in the lease, and to haul timber
to and from the mills; and the
Governor may, if he thinks fit, author-
ise the lessee to lay down such railways
and tramways on other Crown lands
outside the area, and to connect
any such railways and tramways
with any Government railway, subject
to the rules of the Railway Depart-
ment, in regard to private sidings;
and the Governor, in so doing, may pre-
scribe such conditions as to carriage
of pessengers and traffic, and other-
wise, a8 he thinks fit.

The regulation provides that the Covernor
*“may prescribe* but unfortunately the
Governor has not prescribed, with the
result that to-day there is absolutely
no obligation on the various compsaniea
to carry goods or passengers, even though
the people were willing to pay a very
high rate for the services rendered. It
has been felt for a considerable tirne that
in this way a great restraint is placed
on trade, and that, in consequence,
it is impossible for the people living in
these remote areas to buy in the cheapest
market. In fact it has been found that
if any attempt is made by these folks
to buy in the cheapest ‘market large
quantities of goods at one.: time, the
purchasers are hampered through not
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being able to have their goods trans-
ported. Members will agree with me
that that is a condition of affairs which
should be tolerated no longer, and there-
fore I hope the Bill will have a speedy
passage. 1 may point cut that in some
cases the companies do attach a car
and provide reasonable conveniences. I
have provided in the Bill that they shall
carry goods and passengera at rates not
exceeding those charged by the Govern-
ment railways. It is also provided that
between the timber camp and the Govern-
ment railway system the company shall
at certain specified periods attach to
their trains covered cars. That is for
the convenience of people living at
the bush landings. The importance. of
this will be understood when I inform
the House that there are some 2,000
people living at the various bush landings
in the South-West, who have a consider-
able difficulty in getting into the town-
ships. They have to run a considerable
risk by riding on the log trains, without
any shelter from the driving sleet of
the winter or the intense heat of summer,
The principal objection, of course, is
the fact that there is no covered van
put on these trians, even for one day
in the week, to enable the women and
children to trave! to and fro; with the
result that every day men travelling
on the log trains have their suits prac-
tically burnt off their backs and women
have their dresses damaged to a con-
giderable extent, and yet they cannot
get any redress. We, therefore, provide
that, if required by the Minister the
companies may be compelled to put on
a covered van for the convenience of
passengers travelling on their lines.
It is only fair to edmit that at one or
two stations the companies do make
an honest and genuine attempt to
provide for the public convenience.
They provide a covered van or carriage,
but the various other stations have not
been prepared to extend these con.
veniences at all. We have fixed under
this measure that the rate to be charged
for such services shall not exceed the
rate in force in the Government railways,

and I will give the House a foew figures
which will indicate the high tariff charged
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on these private lines. From MNundi-
jong to the Board Mill, a distance of
about eight miles, the return fare is 3s. ;
from Mundijong to Jarrahdale, a distance
of six miles, the return fare ia 2s. 6d. ;
frorn Mundijong to No. 6 Mill, 16 miles,
4s. 6d.; whereas on the Government
lines the fare from Perth to Mundijong,
a distance of 29 miles, is only 3s. 8d.
return ; from Perth to Armadale, 19 miles,
1s. 11d.; and from Perth to Midiand
Junetion, 19 miles, 1s. On the company's
lines agaii the fare frown Yarloop to
Nanga Brook, in an open truck, a distance
of 28 miles, is 48, 6d.; from Yarloop
to Hoffrnan, 10 miles, 2s5. 6d. : and from
Wokalup to Mornington, 6 miles, 2s.
return. In most cases these fares are
more than double the Govermnent
charges. I could go on giving instances
of where the rates for passengers are
far in excess of those charged on any
Government line, but bad as those
figures may secm, the worst feature
is in regard to the carriage of goods.
From Perth to Mundijong the rate for
chaff is 7s. 4d. per ton, whilst from
Mundijong to the No. 6 Mill the rate
is 1lls. 4d., and that is for a short dis-
tance of only 16 miles. There is another
class of goods, class 2, on which the rate
is 1ls. 4d. from Perth to Mundijong,
and from Mundijong to the No. 6 Mill,
14s.; and in another case the charge
is 14s. from Perth to Mundijong, and
thence to No. 6 Mill, 20s. 9d. Tt would
not be so bad if the companies charged
these excessive fares and were content
to handle the traffic, but on many timber
stations they refuse to take passengers
at all. I am not putting up a case for
the Hebrew who carries his pack on his
back and is dependent on the companies®
traing to carry on his business; nor
am I pleading for the hawkers. My
plea is for the settlers in remote centires,
who, -if they could go to the cheapest
market and make a £10 purchase, could
save & couple of pounds besides their
fares. We should afford those people
an opportunity to come to Ferth and
please themselves as to where they
make their purchases, rather than by

prohibitive fares compel them to deal
at the local stores controlled by the
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companiea operating in those areas. I
could give three instances one after
another of where drapers had seng
parcels of goods from Donnybrook to
Barrabup, and were unable to get them
forwarded from Barrabup to the com-
pany’s mill, a distance of & miles. On
those three occasions the goods con-
signed to the purchasers were readdressed
back to the storekeeper at Donnybrook.
Again, representatives of the Bon Marche,
who went to Jarrahdale with a desire
to push trade for their firm in that
centre, were denied the right to travel
on the company's train. Again at Kirupp,
one of Millar’s mills, at the present
time it i3 impossible for people tn travel
on the timber line down to the Govern-
ment railway. I admit that the Com-
missioner of Railways has power to
disconnect the company's line with
the Government system. I think I can
claim that this is one of the fairest
Bills ever introduced into this Chamber.
I am not seeking to impose any condition
that is harsh in the slightest degree,
but I wish to limit the power of the
various companies controlling these rail-
roads and rolling stock so that they
can charge only the Covernment rate,
and I wish to see it embodied in this
Bill that they must carry passengers
and goods at the same rates as apply
in the Government railways. T do not
think that anyone will urge that that
is an unfair provision. I cannot under-
stand why the companies have so long
persisted in the attitude of refusing
to people the right to travel on these
lines. I wish to be fair and to say that
one notable exception is at Mornington,
where the local management have rarely
indeed placed any disabilities on people
travelling over the company’s lines
or on the carriage of goods. But I would
like the House to realise the condition
of many of the people living on other
conecessions. At Nanga Brook and other
stations the people have to leave at
four o’clock in the morning on o train
which provides no shelter, and travel
@ distance of 28 mmles without any
protection, and for this they are charged
43, 6d. I hope to see the main clauvse
of this Bill carried so that the companies
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will have to provide for the convenience
of settlers a shelter van for passengers.

Further clauses are inserted that goods
have to be carried at the owner’s risk,
as laid down by the Government Rail-
ways Act, and all actions for damages
have to be commenced within six months.
The penalty for default on the part
of the company is £20, and the Com.
missioner of Railways is given potwer
to disconnect the timber line from the
Government railway * notwithstanding
the provisions of any Act or contract
under which the connection may have
been made.” There is also, however, a
clause which gives the Minister power
to exempt. He may in his discretion
exempt the owner of a timber line from
the obligation of Clause 2 for such
time as he may think fit—that
is in regard to puiting on a covered
van and affording people an opportumity
to travel. It has occorred to me that
at many new settlements it would
be unfair to compel the owner of the
timber line to put on & covered van
except at specified times, but the Min-
igter should have power in making re-
gulations to insist that on one or two
days in the week attached to one of
the bush rakes there shall be a covered
van for the convenience of the women
and children who have to travel under
very adverse circumstances. I am sure
that those who have been on these timber
areas and know the difficulties the people
have to put up with, being without any
good accommodation, living in bush
shacks mostly, because they cannot
get good residences owing to the fact
of having te shift every few months
to Iollow the bush, realise that it is
impossible to get any degree of comfort.
The surroundings of these people are
not too good, and some of them have
had to put up with these conditions
for many years past. We want to
improve their life, and one of the best
means by which that can be done
will be to carry this Bill, because
it will enable them to get to and
fro in reasonable comfort. It will en-
able them to deal in the cheapest
market for the goods they purchase,
and will assist to break the monopoly
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which is enjoyed by the companies
operating on the timber belts.

Mr. Monger: That is a point with
which T do not agree.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : 1 am not asking
the hon. member to agree, but I am
asking intelligent members of the Cham-
ber to do so. I want to emphasise again
the need for doing this, because there
are twenty or twenty-two sawmills
gituated in the South-West, employing
between 5,000 and 6,000 wen. They
have their own stores and practically
there is no competition. I may be
reminded that there is an agreement in
existence whereby the companies are
enabled to charge ten per cent. above
Perth prices, but that agreement is
more honoured in the breach than the
observance. It is very difficult to keep
them to an agreement owing to the fact
that a number of articles are constantly
fluctuating in price, and the residents
out in these districts are placed in the
unfortunate position of having to pay
through the nose, and pay very heavily
too, for the comumodities they require.
The Government and Parliament can
come to their assistance now by support-
ing this measure, so that no matter where
they purchase, there may be no restraint
of trade. These people should be able
to carry their goods at Government
rates, and there should be iree inter-
course for the people by allowing every-
one, no matter who it might be, to ride
on the trains provided the prescribed
fee is paid. I -think I cen say there
is not the slightest evidence of unfair-
ness in the whole Bill. The reason 1
did not introduce it before and the
reason why I have limited my remarks
is owing to the late hour and to the
great difficulty experienced by private
members in getting their measures
through. I think the Government will
have sympathy with this proposal, and
I hope that members on the other side
of the House will give it their blessing,
and if they do the great bulk of the
people directly interested in and affected
by this Bill will bless this Parliament
for giving them this small measure of
relief. With these few remarks at this
late hour I commend the Bill to the
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favourable consideration of the House,
and move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On motion by Mr. Monger, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursdeay, 17th October, 1912,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 pan., and read prapers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. R. J. LYNN, leave
of absence for the remainder of the ses-
sion was granied to the Hon. F. Connor
on the ground of urgent private business.

SITTING HOUR, ALTERATION,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—

Thut during the remainder of the
session or until otherwise ordered the
House shall meet for the despatch of
business on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
at 3 o'clock, p.m.

He said: The motion was submitted only
after long and serious consideration. The
necessity for aclion in this direetion was
due to the congested state of the Notice
Paper and the slow progress measures
were making through the House.  The
PProportional Representation Bill was read
a first time on Lhe 4th September, a month



